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FOREWORD 


For centuries, the magnificent and sacred temples in the 
South have been attracting Hindu pilgrims from all parts of 
India. 

An effort has been made to acquaint the intending pilgrim 
with all the important temples, the approach routes and the 
places for stay. One desirous to visit all these temples could 
choose the routes shown and could finish the pilgrimage in 47 
days. The journey could become more comfortable if 60 days 
could be spared. 

The book covers mainly the Vaishnava Shrines. On the same 
routes there are number of Shiva temples equally sacred and 
worshipped, which could also be visited. 

The months from December to March are considered ideal 
for this pilgrimage. 

While compiling this book, sufficient care has been taken 
to give correct information as far as possible. 

This task has been undertaken in the spirit of service to 
the visiting pilgrims and we will think our effort as fruitful if it 
helps them to complete their yatra comfortably. 
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S PECIAL NOTES: 

A. One should be punctual of timings. To complete the pil- 
grimage in a stipulated time, it is very important to read 
3 days programme in advance so that timings for morn- 
ing journey/darshan and evening journey/ darsh an, can 
be fixed and necessary arrangements can be made. 

B. The next day programme details should be studied and 
confirmed from suitable local person. It may help in case 
of some new developments like better approach roads etc. 

C. By engaging a local person as a guide in some places like 
Ahobilam, Kancheepuram, Prakal Tirunagari, Sri Vaikun- 
tam etc. where many surrounding temples are there, time 
can be saved in locating them. 

Ek In case of any major change in programme, it is better 
to increase the programme by a full day, so that onward 
programme is not disturbed and proper linkage is kept 
with the original programme. 

E. Sufficient pujan samagri should be kept well in advance 
so that time in purchasing at all places is saved. 

F. Tea and snack materials like condensed milk, fruits, etc. 

should be kept during the pilgrimage. Sometimes one 
may get delayed for want of these items. 

G. Entry in big cities, as far as possible, should be in day 
time so that halting (staying) places can be located with- 
out any difficulty or otherwise, necessary arrangements 
can be made. 

H. Usually upper garments are to be taken out of the body 
to visit temples (in the case of male members only) from 
Nanguneri (Totadri) onwards. So one should keep one 
Silk Dupatta and dhoti with him during this pilgrimage. 

I. In Kerala State, almost all temples remain closed from 
11.00 hrs to 16.00 hrs. 

J. Some of the halting places and dharmasalas are men- 
tioned below for the convenience. 
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1. Puri 

Many dharmashalas near Sri Jagannath Temple. 

2. Srikakulam 

A good dharmashala in front of Sri Suryanarayana 
temple controlled by the Trustees of Sri Suryana- 
rayana temple. 

3. Simhaehalam 

Cottages near the temple managed by the temple 
' autho rities. 

4. Vijayawada 

Malani Dharmashala. 

5. Tirumalai (Tirupati Balaji) 

(a) Cottages in the beautiful township, managed by 
Tirupathi Devasthanam Trust. 

(b) Daga Dharmashala. 

6. Kancheepuram 

Utaradhi Sri Vaishnava Math, behind Varadaraja 
Swamy temple. 

7. Madras 

(a) Seetha Bhawan, 

5/6, Edapalayam Street, 

Madras-600 003. 

(b) Sri Poorna Devi Goenka Agarwal Bhawan, 

28, Audiappa Naicken Street, 

Madras-600 001. 

8. Kumbakonam 

Sri Bangur Dharmashala, 

No. 4, Maha Magham Street. 

9. Srirangam 

Sri Bangur Dharmashala, 

In front of Sri Ranganath Temple. 
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10. Madurai 

Sri Bangur Dharmashala, 

6, West Welly Street, 

Near Railway Station, 

Madurai. 

11. Rameshwaram 

Bangur Dharamsala 
27, South Car Street, 

Rameshwaram. 

Many cottages managed by Sri Ramnath Temple 
authorities and other dharmashalas. 

12. Kanyakumari 

Many cottages managed by Kanyakumari Temple 
authorities near the temple and many dharmashalas. 

13. Guruvayur 

Many Dharmashalas near main temple. 

14. Melukote 

“ Bangur Dharamsala 

Sri Somani Dharmashala near Sri Satyanarayana 
Temple. 

Note : At almost all places, there are Government 
Dak Bungalows and Guest Houses. One shpuld, 
if -desired, write in advance for reservation. 


4 





SUGGESTED PROGRAMME 


HOW TO INTERPRET THE ROUTE CHART 

Following nomenclature has been used : — 


HALTING PLACE 

— one can have either Evening 
(night) rest or morning rest 
on way to next halting place. 

Capital Letters 

Small letters 

— Night halt suggested. 

— Noon halt suggested. 

PLACE OF DARSHAN 

— The place at which the Darshan 
of God/ Goddess in the temple 
or tirth is available, 
nearby that halting place. 

DD 

— Divya Desh, 

where Garudasthamb in front 
of Sanctum. 

NAME OF GOD 

— In place of Darshan, which 
God/s Darshan can be had. 

PROGRAMME 
(a) Days 

— Means the days (figure) from 
Commencement day of the 
pilgrimage. 

(b) Programme 

MJ 

MD 

MR 

MDO 

EJ 

ED 

ER 

EDO 

— Morning Journey 

— Morning Darshan. 

— Morning Rest 

— Morning Darshan on route 

— Evening Journey 

— Evening Darshan 

— Evening Rest 

— Evening Darshan on route 


The break-up of figures in 
front of any programme 
(MJ, EJ ED or EDO etc.) and 
place indicates the distance in 


DISTANCE COVERED 
IN KMS 



Kilometres in between two 
places either on main route or 
to surrounding places 
(Figures are from maps). 

— *against any figure indicates 
the place of darshan available 
after travelling that (figure) 
much distance. 

TOTAL KM FOR DAY — Total distance covered in 

morning hours (journey) and 
evening hour (journey) on any 
particular day. 


EXAMPLE : 

Let us take one example — Refer page no. 87. Halting place 
is Tirumalai (night halt because of Capital letters). From Tiru- 
malai on 10th day, one should start for evening Darshan (ED) 
of Lord Sri Varaha and Lord Balaji Venkatesh- at Adivarah 
Temple and Balaji Temple respectively in the Town itself (O* 
4- O* Kms). Along with Darshan at Adivaraha Temple, prok- 
shan or bath of Swami Pushkarani can be had. On the 11th 
day, Darshan at Balaji Temple and Jabali Hanuman at 0 Km. 
means in the town itself can be had. Prokshan or bath of Papa- 
vinashini and Aakash Ganga Tirth can be had by having about 
10 Kms. up and down journey. 

On the 12th day, one should undertake MDO means leave 
Tirumalai in early morning hours (because of long distance to 
be covered) for Sholingur via. Tirupati (23 KM), Renigunta 
(11 KM), Puttur (23 KM). After Puttur, one should divert from 
main route towards Narayan Vanam (10 KM) and have darshan 
of God Kalyan Venkatesh. After having darshan at Narayan 
Vanam, one should return to main route at Puttur (10 KM) 
and proceed for Sholingur via. Tiruttani (32 KM). Arkonam 
(14 KM) and further 27 KM for the destination. 

At Sholingur, one should have (MR) Morning Rest and 
after having evening Darshan of God Yoga Narasimha and Yoga 
Anjaneya (O* + O* Kms.) in city itself, one should proceed 
for evening journey towards Kancheepuram via Arkonam (27 
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Kms.) and further 28 KM for the destination. In Kancheepuram 
(ED) evening darshan of Lord Varadaraja Swamy in Varadaraja 
Temple, in the city itself, can be had. 


HOW TO READ THE MAPS : 


0 


Place from where distance has been in- 
dicated. 


AO §2 OB 

AO 21 OB 

0 - - .- : : 0 


= Intermediate places. 

= 87 Kms. i.e., distance from A to B. 

= 21 Kms. i.e., distance from A to B. 

= National Highway on which one has 
to travel. 


0 = = =0 


0 0 


National Highway is there but not sug- 
gested in this pilgrimage. 

State Highway/Approach road on which 
one has to travel. 


0 — 0 


State Highway/ Approach road is there 
but not used. 


ALL FIGURES INDICATE DISTANCE IN KILOMETERS 


Note : At some places, longer routes instead of short-cut routes 
has been suggested. If anyone desires to follow the short- 
cut routes, they should confirm from the local people 
about the condition of the roads. 
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CALCUTTA 


1. V AIKUNTH AN ATH TEMPLE 

It is situated in Kali Krishna Tagore Street. The Lord is 
Vaikunthanath Bhagwan. Darshan is available normally from 
5.00 A.M. to 11.00 A.M. and then 4.30 P.M. to 9.30 PJM. 

Immediately after the morning darshan at Vaikunthanath 
temple, one can proceed for Puri by crossing the Howrah 
Bridge. 

Note : As the distance from Calcutta to Puri is long (541 KM) 
one may if he so desires send his car in advance to Puri and/or 
Bhubaneshwar as t.he case may be and travel by train. This 
journey by’ train is a nice journey and therefore, one day is 
saved. 


PURI 

About 541 KM (485 4- 56) from Howrah via Kharagpur, Bala- 
sore, Bhadrak, Cuttack and Bhubaneshwar. 

This city is one of the four main pilgrim centres in India. 
Puri is the place of the famous Rath Jatra or Car festival, 
held around June every year. 

In the evening after bathing in the sea, darshan of the 
Lord Jagannath can be had. (The sea near Puri is very rough 
and one should take the help of ‘Mallaha’ or should take bath- 
near the sands) • 

1. JAGANNATH TEMPLE 

Lord is Jagannath Bhagwan. Temple is practically open 
throughout the day. 

This temple is very big and has many small temples around 
it. 


The important amongst them is Laxmi Temple. The main 
offerings (Prasada) — Rice & Dal, and Khaja (prepared out of 
wheat & sugar) are available and generaly enjoyed by all the 


lgrims. 
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BHUBANESHWAR 


On way to Bhubaneshwar, while proceeding to Srikakulam, 
there is a diversion which leads to Sakshi Gopal Temple. It is 
said that one should have darshan here after having had darshan 
of Lord Jagannath at Puri. 

1. SAKSHI GOPAL TEMPLE 

This is a famous temple in the area. 

Bhubaneshwar, the capital city of Orissa, has many historical 
monuments and interesting places in and around the city. 

SRIKAKULAM 

337 KM from Bhubaneshwar via Chatrapur, Berhampore. As 
one enters Srikakulam main thoroughfare, there is a junction 
of four roads. By turning right, one can go to Srikakulam Rail- 
way Station, straight road leads to Vizag and left direction leads 
to Srikurmam via Arasavilli village. 

1. SRIKURMAM (KURMA TEMPLE) 

15 KM (2 + 9 + 4) away from Srikakulam, this small village 
has a unique temple dedicated to Kurma Bhagwan (Tortoise), 
one of Lord’s ten incarnations (Avtars). This is the only one 
of its kind in our country and is most ancient and Swayamvak- 
tha (unknown origin). There is also the idol of Govindaraja 
Bhagwan in this temple. The name of Lakshmi is Kurmavalli 
and prathyaksha to Ramanuja Swami. Here the Garuda Stam- 
bha is on both sides, as the head of the Deity is on the other 
side. 

2. SURYANARAYANA TEMPLE (ARASAVILLI VILLAGE) 

The deity is Suryanarayana (Sun God) Bhagwan. The legend 
claims and the people still believe that darshan of Suryanara- 
yana Bhagwan is very good for eyes. A 41 days course (ritual) 
during the cold season is preferable, because of the arduousness 
of the ritual. 108 Pradikshana around the sanctum and wor- 
shipping the deity increases the eye vision and cures several 
other ailments. 
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Legend : Once Lord Indra ignoring the words of the gate 
keeper Nandi attempted to force his entry into the ancient 
temple of Sri Rudra Koteeswara Swamy at an untimely hour 
when Lord Shiva was alone with his consort Parvatiji. The 
gate-keeper Nandi, while discharging his duties, kicked the 
intruder out. Indra fell down senseless about two miles away. 

In an unconscious stage, Indra dreamt that he would be 
relieved of his pain of injury, if he built a temple and installed 
an idol of the Sun God. Following the dream, he picked up 
handful of earth three times at the place where he was lying 
and to his great joy, found a beautiful idol of Sun God with His 
three consorts : Usha, Padmini and Chaya. Thus, Lord Devendra 
has founded this temple and installed the existing idol of the 
Sun God commonly known as SURYANARAYANA SWAMY. 
The Lord here is Swayamvaktha. 

The Sun God is depicted as riding on a chariot drawn by 
seven horses with Aruna as the Ratha-Sarathy (Charioteer). 
All these figures are exquisitely carved out of a single rock- 
finely polished granite stone. 

The temple is built in such a way as to make the sun rays 
focus on the feet of the God twice in a year in the months of 
February and June in the early hours of the day, 

The prayer for Sun God is given as under : — 

Harshavalli Purivasam 
Chayesha Padminiyutam 
Suryanarayanam Devam 
Nowmi Sarvarthadyakam 

VISAKHAPATNAM 

96 KM from Srikakulam. 

SIMHACHALAM 

15 KM awa'y, after turning right from National Highway, 
is the valley of the hills. A toll ticket is to be bought here and 
then one should go by car a further distance of 4 KM on the 
hill road. The car is to be left here and then 137 steps are to be 
climbed to reach the temple which is on the top of a hill. 
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There is a cottage near the temple under the management 
of the temple authorities and accommodation can be had in this 
cottage if one so desires. 

1. HAYAGRIVA NARASIMHA TEMPLE 

Main deity is Hayagriva Narasimha (Svetha Varaha) 
Bhagwan. The idol is covered with thick layer of Sandal paste 
all through the year, excepting on one occasion when the darshan 
is without sandal paste. This happens only once in a year. 

There is a pillar popularly called ‘Kappam Stambha’ on the 
left side which has power to cure cattle diseases as well as to 
bless woman with children. 

Legend : It is said that the Raja had a dream and in the 
dream, Bhagwan, who is said to be Swayamvaktha, appeared and 
told him that He (Bhagwan) is feeling very warm and has 
therefore, to be kept in cool by putting sandal over Him. This 
idol which is now installed in the temple was found after digging 
the earth. The earth so removed was weighed and it is said that 
the sandal paste put on the Lord is equal to the weight of 
the earth so removed. Here Sakkar Sarbath (Sugar Syrup) is 
the -main Bhog (offering) of the Lord. 


NARASIMHA TEMPLE : 

There are nine Narasimha Kshetras as mentioned below 
and the temple above-mentioned namely Hayagriva Narasimha 
Bhagwan at Simhachalam is one of them. The pthers are : 


i) Simhachalam 

ii) Anthervedi 

iii) Yadagiri 

iv) Vedadri 

v) Akripalli 


: In Visakhapatnam (AP) on top 
of -a hill. 

: This is in East Godavari District 
of Andhra Pradesh and is about 
96 Kms. from Rajahmundry. 

: This is about 64 Kms. from Hyde- 
rabad in Nalgunda District (A.P,), 

: This is about 64 Kms. from Vijaya- 
wada in Krishna District (A.P.). 

: This is in Krishna District of 
A.P. about 31 Kms. from Vijaya- 
wada. 
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vl) Mangalgiri 


vii) Ahobilam 

viii) Kadiri 
ix) Sholinger 


This is in Guntur District of A.P. 
and is about 10 Kms. from Vijaya- 
wada. 

This is about 192 Kms. from 
Nellore. 

This is about 192 Kms. from Ahu- 
bilam. 

This is about 55 Kms. from 
Kancheepuram. 


ANN A VAR AM 

115 KM away on National Highway from Visakhapatnam. 

1. SATYANARAYANA TEMPLE 

It is on a small hillock called ‘Ratnagiri’ and on the bank 
of river Pampa. Car can go upto the temple. The temple is in 
three storeys, the first storey for Lord Brahma, the second for 
Lord 'Shiva and the third for Lord Vishnu with. Lakshmi. This 
is a very good temple and is a holy place indicating the cul- 
mination of all these three facets of- the Gods — the Creation, the 
Destruction and the Preservation. Pilgrims visit this temple in 
hundreds daily and perform Satyanarayana Vrath, as Satyanara- 
yana Bhagwan is the main deity here. The Bhagwan gave darshan 
to Adi Sankaracharya here. The idols of Vishnu, Lakshmi and 
Shiva installed in the shrine are of exquisite workmanship. 

SRI RAMA SANNIDHI 

It is in the premises of Satyanarayana Temple. Lord Rama 
here is said to be ‘Varadatha’ and whatever is prayed for is 
being given by him. 

There are big halls and hundreds of marriages are perform- 
ed everyday. 


R A J AHMUNDRY 

84 KM South-west of Annavaram on National Highway. 

1. VENUGOPAL TEMPLE 

The temple is situated on the bank of Godavari river and 
one can take bath in this holy river before going to Sri Venu- 
gopal Bhagwan ’s temple. 
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2. KESHAV TEMPLE (AT RAYALI) 

The temple is in Rayali village, 32 KM south of Rajah- 
mundry, and has carvings of Goddess Jaganmohini on its pos- 
terior wall. Goddess Ganga is at the foot of Shri Keshav Swamy 
and water drops are emitted at the feet of the idol. The carving 
on either side are intricate and of exquisite beauty. 

PAR ANS AL A 

While going to Paransala, one has to cross the river Godavari 
and take his car on the boat. Therefore, enquiries may be made 
at Rajahmundry itself about the timings of the ferry service in 
order to avoid unnecessary delay. Paransala is about 256 4- 35 
= 291 KM away from Rajahmundry via Koyyalgudem, Ven- 
ganapalem and Bhadrachalam and is near the Venkatapur Road. 

1. SRI RAMA TEMPLE 

The temple is surrounded by hills and is on the bank of 
Godavari. The main shrine has Sita, Rama and Lakshmana. 
Paransala means a hut and it is said that Sri Rama built this 
Paran Kuti during his exile and lived here with Sita and Laksh- 
mana. It is also believed that it was from this place that Sita 
was forcefully carried away by Ravana. The Rekha (the line 
of protection) made by Lakshmana can be seen even today. 

BHADRACHALAM 

25 KM back on same road. 

1. SRI RAMACHANDRA TEMPLE 

It is one of the most important Sri Rama temples in our 
country. The presiding deity ‘Sri Sitaramachandra’ Bhagwan 
has four hands, with Sankh, Chakra, Dhanush and Ban. The 
Chakra is on the left hand, and Sankh on the right hand. The 
Bhagwan was prathyaksha to Bhadra Muni and original idol 
seems to be very powerful. 

Legend : There are many rocks near about this temple and 
these locks are embodiments of the great holy mountains such 
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as Kailash, Meru, Mandhara of the heavenly world and Sri Saila 
in Mangalagiri, the Seshachala (Tirumala), Vedachala, the Sim- 
hachala and the Bhadrachala of this early world of ours, who 
transmuted their bodies through perfection they attained through 
yoga practices. It is believed that Bhadrachala, the son of 
Mount Meru did Tapasya for many thousands of years in the 
forest of Dandaka on the river Gautami. Sri Ramachandra ap- 
peared before him and offered to grant any boon he wanted. 
Bhadra requested that Sri Ramachandra himself should be 
present on his peak with Sitaji and Lakshmana giving darshan 
to one and all. The Lord granted his wish. 

The temple came into prominence with the efforts of Sri 
Ramdass, passionately devoted to this shrine and as Tahsildar 
of this Tahsil, effected great improvement to the temple uti- 
lising about Rs. 5 lakhs of government money which happened 
to be in his custody. When he was punished and imprisoned for 
misappropriation, Lord Sri Ramachandra came in human form, 
paid back the money and obtained Ramdas’s release. 

The temple is perhaps the solitary instance of Muslim pat- 
ronage of a Hindu temple. 

Kalyan Mandapam at Bhadrachalam has - intricate sculptural 
beauty. 


VIJAYAWADA 

256 KM away from Bhadrachalam via Tiladru and Malla- 
varam (right diversion at Kallur). It is on the bank of river 
Krishna. 

1. KANAKA DURGA TEMPLE 

\This temple is in the middle of a hill and there are steps 
upto the temple. Main deity is Kanak Durga, avatar of Laksh- 
miji. 

2. VENKATESWARA TEMPLE 

Main deity is Venkateswara Bhagwan. 

MANGALAGIRI 

10 KM away on Guntur Road (National Highway). Two big 
and famous temples dedicated to Lord Narasimha are here — one 
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at foot and other at top of the hill. This is one of the nine 
Narasimha Kshetras. 

1. SRI LAKSHMI NARASIMHA TEMPLE 

Situated at the foot of a hill. Deity is Sri Lakshmi Narasimha. 
The spacious temple has big Gopurams (Towers) on the four 
sides. The legend claims that Dharmaraja Yudhistra himself 
built this temple and installed the idol. 

2. PANAKALA SWAMY TEMPLE 

Situated on top of the hill. Deity is Panakala Swamy. There 
are about 500 steps leading to top of the hill and the whole hill 
is known as Mangalgiri. Devotees offer Sarbath (water mixed 
with Gur) to the Lord. It is a matter of real wonder that Lord 
takes nearly half of whatever quantity is offered and leaves the 
other half portion. It is also amazing that even after offering 
this Sarbath ceaselessly and though the whole temple is sticky 
with the sweet water, not a single ant, fly or insect is seen any- 
where. 


NELLORE 

253 KM away from Vijayawada via Guntur, Ongole and 
Kavali. It is located on the banks of river Pinakini. 

1. RANGANATH TEMPLE 

In this beautiful temple. Lord Ranganath is the main deity. 
The temple is very old and a big one. The face and feet of Ran- 
ganath Bhagwan are very beautiful. The name of Lakshmiji is 
Ranganayaki and she is sitting on Golden and Silver Lotus with 
two elephants on either side. 

There is a mirror room in the temple which is also worth 
seeing. The ornaments especially the Mukut (Crown) with dia- 
monds and the beautifully woven cloth with golden threads 
having Vishnu Sahasranamam (1000 names of the Lord) on it 
are worth seeing. Garuda Vahana (vehicle) is also worth seeing. 

A HO BI LAM (DD) 

2H KM away from Nellore via Buchireddipalam, Badvel, 
Mydekur and Allagadda (right turn here). It is a lonely place 
in a small village in the midst of dense forest 
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Major part of the roads, leading to temples are to be covered 
on foot. 

Tirumangai Alwar who lived in the eighth century has 
praised the holiness of this place. The temple is dedicated to 
Lord Narasimha Swamy and is one of the nine Narasimha 
Kshetras 

LEGEND : 

(1) Ahobilam has a traditional past well established in the 
annals of history. The puranas narrate that Garuda, the Lord’s 
vehicle, having had divine instructions to find out the Lord in 
the neighbouring hills doing severe penance (Akhanda Tapasya), 
went in search of the Lord. Garuda found him in a cave in 
meditation (Tapasya) near Jwala, called out ‘AHO BILAM’ (Oh, 
the cave). Thus the shrine came to be known as AHOBILAM. 

(2) It is said that Lord Vishnu came out from the pillar in 
the Ugra Swaroopa (ferocious form) i.e., Narasimha, to save 
Bhakta Prahlada from his tyrannical father, Hiranyakasipu. 
Lord Narasimha whose heart is full of love, took avatar, based on 
pure love for a small childi; who had utter faith and Bhakti in 
him and surrendered eveything of him (child) unto His (Lord) 
feet. Hence this Lord is considered to be “SARANAGATHY 
DEVATHA”. (The saviour of those, who come to him in devo- 
tion). 

Not only Prahlada, but many sages like Kapila, Vasishta 
and others also had the blessings of this Lord. 

(3) The Puranas narrate several Punya Tirthas in this 
Kshetra, in which the river Papa Nasinee stands first. It has 
been described that the Devathas brought Bevganga (Papa 
Nasinee) to this Kshetra to enable Lord Narasimha to wash his 
hands which were fully stained by the blood of the demon, 
Hiranyakasipu. According to the Purana and belief also, the 
Papa Nasinee river even now washes off the sins of those who 
have their holy dip in the river. 

Lord Vainatheya (Garuda) in his boyhood performed a very 
great penance, as per the instructions of his father Kasyapa 
in this Maha Kshetra, and obtained the grace (VARA) of the 
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Lord for being a vahana (the eternal vehicle). There are 
several names to Sri Garuda (Garuda, Vainatheya, Pannaga- 
rathi, Vedatma, Vihageshwara etc.) and after this attainment, 
he got one more name ‘NARAYANA RATHA’. 

It is also said that Lord Vishnu took avatar in nine different 
forms of Narasimha and the nine sannidhis mentioned are in 
memory of this divine incarnations. The sannidhis of these Nara- 
simha Bhagwans are situated in this very area scattered all 
around Ahobilam. 

The Sannidhis are scattered in three parts of the hill, viz : 

1. Ahobilam (down the hill) 

2. Ahobilam (middle of the hill) 

3. Ahobilam (top of the hill). 

1. AHOBILAM (down the hill) : 

Down the hill, only one temple (also known as Lower Aho- 
bilam) which does not come under nine Narasimha’s Avatar 
Sannidhis, is there. It is a big temple and seems to be very old. 
Utsava moorthies of other Narasimha Sannidhis (mentioned 
below) are brought to this temple for Pujas. Pujas are being 
performed in very correct manner, which speaks of excellent 
dedication. 

Lord Narasimha is even worshipped by Lord Balaji Venka- 
tesh of Tirupati and apparently therefore, assumes greater im- 
portance. 

Z. AHOBILAM (middle of the hill) 

3. AHOBILAM (top of the hill) 

The nine Narasimha Kshetras are as follows : 

(a) Bhargava Narasimha Sannidhi. 

(b) Pavana Narasimha Sannidhi. 

(c) Chatravath Narasimha Sannidhi. 

(d) Jwala Narasimha Sannidhi. 

(e) Yoga Narasimha Sannidhi. 

(f) Mallav Narasimha Sannidhi. 
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(g) Varaha Narasimha Sannidhi, 

(h) Karanjiya Narasimha Sannidhi. 

(i) Ahobilam Narasimha Sannidhi. 

(a) BHARGAVA NARASIMHA SANNIDHI 

5.5 KM away from Lower Ahobilam temple. About 5 KM 
approachable by jeep and rest to be covered by walking. The 
Sannidhi is situated on a small hill and one has to climb 100 
steps to have Darshan of Lord Narasimha with his consort 
Lakshmiji. 

This avatar took place to give blessings to Bhargava Muni. 
It is said, that the deity is very powerful in giving all kinds, 
of boons and fulfill the desires of the devotees. 

In the year 1925, one Utsav Moorthy (Vigraha) of Bhagwan 
Lakshmi 'Narasimha was given to Shri Rama Vaikuntha Devas- 
than at Pushkar near Ajmer (Rajasthan) by the Ahobilam 
Swamiji, at the time of Prathista of the temple. That Moorthy 
still gives darshan to devotees at Pushkar. 

(b) PAVANA NARASIMHA SANNIDHI 

About 22 KM away from Lower Ahobilam in dense forest, 
out of which, about 17 KM is jeepable road. Balance is to be 
walked down through dense forest road. The temple situated on 
the bank of the river has beautiful surrounding scenery. People 
usually go there on every Saturday and perform Pujas. It is 
said if anybody wants to be purified himself, he should worship 
this deity and become Pavana (Pavitra). 

Puja is performed only once a year. Utsav Moorthy is in 
the lower .Ahobilam temple. 

Idols of Naga Krishna and Gaviswar Narasimha are also 
there. About 100 ft. further on hill top, from Pavana Narasimha, 
the idol of Goddess Lakshmiji is there, in a cave. About 20 to 
30 persons can sit easily to perform the puja of Lakshmiji. 

(c) CHATRAVATH NARASIMHA SANNIDHI 

About 1.5 KIM away from lower Ahobilam and approachable 
by jeep. The deity is very powerful. The idol, out of all Nara- 
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simhas is in loving and happy mood. It is said that this Avatar 
had taken place to give blessings to two Gandhaiva (singers of 
heavenly God) Bhakthas — Kihoo Kihoo and Haa Haa. 

(d) JWALA NARASIMHA SANNIDHI 

Among all the nine Narasimha Sannidhis, this is the place, 
where it is difficult to go. (It is advisable to go with local 
person) This is on top of the hill, about 5 KM away from Varaha 
Narasimha Sannidhi. The route, full of ups and downs, is rough, 
hard and studded with rocks and stones in a dense forest. 

This is a very small Sannidhi, in a cave and has very beau- 
tiful surroundings. 

(e) YOGA NARASIMHA SANNIDHI 

This is about 1 KM away from Mallav Narasimha Sannidhi 
and can be visited by foot. The way is very steep and difficult 
to go. The Bhagwan is in a Yoga posture doing Yoga. It is a 
very small place and the idol is kept in a cave and the puja 
is performed yearly on the Brahma Utsava day. The surrounding 
scenery is very good. Natural drinking water is available. 

It is said that when a man has got more anger, yoga is the 
best way to control it. It is also said that this was a school for 
Prahlada. A very big slate is lying there which was used by 
Prahlada. 


(f) MALLAV NARASIMHA SANNIDHI 


It is about 4 KM away from Varaha Narasimha Sannidhi 
and is approachable by foot. It is deep in the hill and a bit 
difficult place to approach. The way is hilly and hard. This is 
a small Sannidhi situated in a very picturesque atmosphere. 

(g) VARAHA NARASIMHA SANNIDHI 


Ab ? Ut 3 ' 5 KM from Ahobila Narasimha, in the interior of 
hill, only approachable by foot. The idol of Lakshmi Hayagriva 
is there. It is said that Avatar had taken place to protect Prah- 

h™/* 'T£ er ' Thi t Sma11 temple is sit «ated near Papa Nasinee 
nver and Puja is being performed yearly. 
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(h) KARANJIYA NARASIMHA SANN1DHI 

It is in between Varaha and Ahobila Narasimha Sannidhis. 
While returning to Ahobilam after having darshan of all above, 
one can have darshan of Karanjiya Narasimha Bhagwan. This 
is a Swayamvakth place, where Swamy Karanjiya got darshan 
of Lord Narasimha. Puja is performed yearly. 

The deity is having Dhanus (Bow) and Arrow in hands 
with Sesha Naga behind the head of the idol. 

(i) AHOBILA NARASIMHA SANNIDHI 

This is almost approachable by car while coming from Alla- 
gadda side. Only about 1 KM, one has to walk down. The San- 
nidhi is situated in a valley of two hills and on the bank of 
river Papa Nasmee. It is said that the Swayamboo Moorthy of 
Sri Ahobila Narasimha gave darshaii in a rock cut cave. By the 
side of this, there is another small cave in which Chenchu 
Lakshmi, the bride of Bhagwan is installed. This place is also 
said to be the Avatar place of Narasimha Bhagwan. A cave 
goes from here to Jwala Narasimha on top of the hill. There 
is a place where Satakop Swamy used to chant recitals and 
narrate Kathas and 500 to 1000 people used to assemble and 
listen to this. Lord has given darshan to Ahobila Swamy also. 

Near this Sannidhi upon one of the precipitous site of a 
deep and dangerous ravine, there is an iron pillar at a very high 
place. Barren women who are desirous of having children, move 
around (Pradikshana) the pillar. 

CCDDAPAH 

104 KM away from Ahobilam via Allagadda and Mydekur. 

1. SRINIVASA TEMPLE 

This big temple is 3 KM away from the city. Local people 
first visit this shrine before proceeding to Tirupati. That is 
called doli of Tirupati. 

2. HANUMAN PUSHKARANI 

This is near Hanuman Temple. 
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KADIRI 


111 KM from Cuddapah via Vempalle. 

LAKSHMI N ARASEVIH A TEMPLE 

One of the nine Narasimha Kshetras, and the God is Swa- 
yamvakth. According to Skanda Purana, this has got second 
importance — next to Tirupati. The main idol is Jwala Nara- 
simha with eight arms. Lakshmiji with two arms is called 
‘AMRITAVALLP here. 

Prahlada’s idol is also here. Utsava Moorthy in this temple 
is called ‘Basant Bhallav’ and was given by Lord Vishnu himself 
to Bhrigu Rishi. The idols are. very beautiful and the tempie 
is quite big. 


TIRUPATI 

191 KM from Kadiri via Madanapalli and Mangapuram. 

1. GOVINDARAJA TEMPLE 

This big temple, in the town of Tirupati, is managed by Tiru- 
pati Tirumalai Devasthanam. The main deity is Govindaraja 
Swamy, who is elder brother of the Lord Balaji Venkateswara. 
It is said, Balaji earns and Govindaraja spends. Here Bhagwan 
is in sleeping posture. 

2. KOI) AND ARAM TEMPLE 

This temple is also in Tirupati town and is a good temple 
of Lord Sri Rama. Here, Janakiji is on the right side of the 
idol. The position of Janakiji on the right side is considered 
auspicious for bestowing salvation (Moksha). 

3. P ADMA V ATI TEMPLE (TIRUCHANUR) 

About 5 KM away from Tirupati town, one can have darshan 
of Padmavati Devi. The temple is very big and this is also under 
T. T. Devasthanam. In the same temple, there are two shrines 
for Sri Krishna and Sundararaja Bhagwan. 
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MANGAPURAM 


13 KM away from Tirupati on Tirupati Madanapalle Road. 
One can drop here on way from Kadiri. 

1. SRI VENRATESH TEMPLE 

The idol of Sri Venkatesh Bhagwan is bigger than Balaji 
of Tirumalai and very beautiful. This darshan is worth seeing. 

2. KAPILA TIRTH 

This is down the Tirumalai hills and can be reached by car. 
Kapila Muni performed Tapasiya here, and the Pushkarani in 
this place is very beautiful and big. The Kapila Tirth is just on 
the way to Tirumalai. 


TIRUMALAI 

23 KM up the hill from Tirupati is Tirumalai. It has one 
of the most famous and magnificent temples of India. The 
temple which is on the seventh hill is about 3,500 ft. above sea 
level. The §even hills are : 

(1) Seshachala 

(2) Vedachala 

(3) Garudachala 

(4) Varshabhadri 

(5) Anjanadri 

(6) Anandadri 

(7) Venkatachala. 

All these hills are well connected with beautiful ghat roads 
and can be covered by vehicle upto the top of the hills. Those 
pilgrims who are particular in reaching the top of the hill by 
walking can do so. It is about 10 KMS and is partly steps and 
partly ghats. 

I. ADIVARAH TEMPLE 

Near to Swami Pushkarani and west of Balaji temple. Lord 
Adivarah is to fee worshipped first before entering the main 
temple i.e., Balaji temple. Since it is said, that it was he who 
granted space to Sri Venkatesha to live on the hills Before 
going to the temple, bath in Pushkarani is ddsirable. 
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2. BALAJI VENKATESH TEMPLE (DD) 

The temple is Swayamvakth Kshetra and attracts devotees 
from far and wide throughout the year. There are eight Swa- 
yamvakth Kshetras in the country — four in the north and four 
in the South and they are as follows : 


1 . 

Pushkar | 


2. 

Salgramam j 

| All 

3. 

N ay ams ar any a 


4. 

Badrinath ; 

1 

1 . 

Srirangam 


2. 

Tirupati 

1 

3. 

Sri Mushnum 

I 

4. 

Nanguneri (Totadri) J 


All in North India. 


All in South India. 


This is the first and foremost temple in Tirumalai hills and 
Loxd Venkateswara is omnipresent and omnipotent. Lord Ven- 
kateswara is known as Balaji in the North and as Srinivasa 
Perumal in the South. It is the richest temple in India. The 
Lord fulfills the desires of the devotees and the devotees in turn 
fufill their vows. Devotees find a ready and immediate res- 
ponse to their prayers and this results in thousands of devotees 
visiting the shrine (the Kaliyuga Vaikuntha on earth) every 
day, and having darshan of Shri Venkateshji with the Varada 
Hasta who is ever ready to help the devotees at the time of 
their needs. 

If one could adjust his programme so as to be at Tirupati 
on a Friday, nothing can be better because the darshan on 
Friday Abhisekh has importance. There are many sevas (form 
of worship) in this temple and any special seva so desired 
should be booked 3/4 days in advance. The main sevas are as 
under : 

(1) Amantranotsevam. 

(2) Poolangi 

(3) Poora Abhisekam 

(4) Camphor Vessel 

(5) Chariot Vessel 

(6) Japhara Vessel 
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(7) Musk Vessel 

(8) Sahasrakalasa Abhishekam — This is like holi Utsav 

and is performed 
for about two hours. 

(9) Tiruppavada 

(10) Koil Alvar Tirumanjanam. 

Note : (1) Six persons of a family will be admitted during the 

sevas of ‘Thomala 5 and Archana in the morning, and for 
‘Ekantha’ seva during the night. 

At Tirupathi Venkatesh temple, one should purchase 
Rs. 101/- ticket to have Tamal seva (Pushpa seva), Tulsi Ar- 
chana and Ekanth Seva. With this ticket, six persons can go 
inside and this is the best puja when a person can sit in silence 
for about 2/3 hours and can have good darshan. Ekanth Seva 
is in the night which is the time for Sayan. 

Note: for (2) performed only on Thursday evenings; 
for (3) to (7) performed on Fridays only: 

Admission will be as follows 

Item No. 3 — Six persons only. 

4 — Four persons only. 

5 to 7 — Three persons only. 

8 to 10 — These are a day’s function. 


UTSAV AMS 

1. Vasantha Utsavam 

2. Kalyana Utsavam 

3. Brahma Utsavam 1st Class 

4. Brahma Utsavam 2nd Class 

Note: for (1) Vasantha Utsavam: Conducted for 3 days or 
lesser number of days as per the convenience 
of the party and the temple. 

(2) Kalyana Utsavam (Celebration of marriage). 

(3) & (4) Brahma Utsavam : Twelve persons for 

1st class and six for the second class 
Brahmotsavam will be admitted for 
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Thomala Seva, Archana and night 
Ekantha Seva, each day of the perform- 
ance of the Utsavams (for two days from 
the day of Dattam) which may be con- 
ducted for 3 days or a lesser number 
according to the convenience of the party 
and the temple. 

N.B. All the above Sevas and Utsavams required should be 
enquired for latest revision. 

Morning Darsan : To have this darsan, one has to obtain special 
permission from the Executive Officer and reach the temple 
by 3 A.M. 

Legend : Balaji has no laziness and every day he is check- 
ing the income and expenditure account. Everybody is afraid 
of doing anything wrong in the accounts as they are fully aware 
of the fact that Balaji will not pardon them. Many persons keep 
partnership with him in their business and when the share of 
profit, as agreed upon, is not given to Balaji, Balaji gets it 
paid with interest in other ways. Balaji does not sleep during 
daytime and gets up early and wants all others also to be busy, 
punctual in work and honest. He rests only 3/4 hours during a 
day and one has to learn these qualities from him. 

Tirupati — Tirumalai Devasthanam runs many other temples, 
Colleges, Dispensaries, Dharmashalas, Choultries, repairs and 
maintenance of old temples and other charitable works etc. 

The Golden words written on Tirumalai ‘BE PURE, HONEST 
AND PUNCTUAL’ beckons all the devotees and the doors of 
the temple are open at the time of Darsan to all men and women 
irrespective of their caste and creed. 

There are many Thirths, and some of them are : 

1. PAPAVBSTASHINI THIRTH 

It is about 5 KM away from the main temple and is on a 
beautiful spot. Natural water spring falls down from the hiU. 
It is approachable by car. 
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2. AKASH GANGA AND PATHAL GANGA 

It is about 3 KM from the temple and is worth seeing 
natural place. This also can be approached by car. 

3. JAB ATI HANCMAN 

This is about 3 KM from the' main temple and is approach- 
able by car excepting for a very short distance of about half a 
kilometre. This has to be covered by foot only. A very good 
Jabali Hanuman temple is there with a Pushkarni nearby. 
The temple is surrounded by mountains and jungles and the 
scenery is very picturesque. 

NARAYANAVANAM 

67 KM away from Tirumalai via Tirupati, Renigunta and 
Puttur (left turn here)* is Narayanavanam. 

1. VENKATESH TEMPLE 

The main deity is Lord Venkatesh and is a very ancient 
temple and is said to be the birth-place of Padmavati Devi. 
Here the Lord is in the form of bridegroom. It is said that 
the marriage of Venkatesh Bhagwan with Padmavati Devi was 
performed here. 


SHOLINGUR 

83 KM ’ away from Narayanavanam via Puttur, Tiruttani 
and Arkonam (diversion on right side) Both temples, men- 
tioned below are open between 9.30 A.M. to 4.30 P.M. Dollies 
to carry people on both the hills are available at the foot of 
the hills. 

1. YOGA NARASIMHA TEMPLE (DD) 

This beautiful temple of Lord Yoga Narasimha is on Ghati- 
kachalam hill. One has to climb about 1400 steps to reach the 
top of the hill. The Murthy is very powerful and the place is 
well-known for dispelling diseases and for driving away devils 
and evil spirits. The afflicted persons are required to do Pra- 
dhikshana for 41 days and take haldi powder. It is also said 
that if anyone meditates on God with a pure mind even for a 
ghatika (25 minutes), he will be blessed with all Purusharthas 
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(wealth and honour). It is this feature of the Lord that Sholin- 
gur has come to be known as Ghatikachalam. The name of 
Bhagwan’s consort is Amritavalli. Amirtha Theertha is also 
here, D&rshan was granted to Hanumanji. The temple is like a 
fort and many people can be accommodated in it. 

2. YOGA ANJANEYA TEMPLE 

This is on another hill and one has to climb over about . 
500 steps to reach the top, where the temple is situated. Here 
Lord Anjaneya is found sitting in ‘Yoga’ with four hands (Sankh 
and Chakra in two hands). 

3. Utsava Moorthy of Yoga Narasimha is situated in a big 
temple located in- the heart of the town. 

KAN CHEEP UR AM 

55 KM away from Sholingur via Arkonam, lies this city of 
temples, known as ‘Satya Vratha Kshetra’. Out of seven sacred 
cities in India, Kancheepuram is the only one in South India. Ac- 
cording to Vedantha Desika Swamy, Kanchee is the foremost 
among the seven sacred cities, and for ages Kanchee has been 
the great city of Acharyas and Scholars. The great poet 
Kalidasa has praised Kanchi and his immortal lines are: 

“PUSHPESHU JAAJI 
PURUSHESHU VISHNU 
NADEESHU GANGA 
NAGARESHU KANCHI”. 

The town is divided into two parts: 

(1) Shaiva Kanchee, and 

(2) Vishnu Kanchee. 

There are 108 Shaiva shrines and 18 Vaishnava shrines, 

Adi Sankara founded a Math here and it was in this school 
that Sri Ramanuja, the founder of Vishista Advaitha received 
his early philosophical training. 

All the ancient' Hindu kings namely the Cholas, Pallavas, 
Pandyjfe and Rayars helped in re-building and re-modelling the 
temples of Kanchee. Architectural splendours and perfection 
have a harmonious fusion here. Kanchee’s artisans were in great 
demand all over the South and the reminiscence of their skill 
can be seen even today. 
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Kailasha Natha Temple built by Mahadeva Varma 1300 
years ago, though dilapidated, presently stands as a living 
monument of a glory that has gone by. 

All the Vaishnava Temples derive their strength and sanc- 
tity from the Varadaraja Swamy and the deities in these 18 
Vaishnava temples are nothing but different forms of incarna- 
tions of Lord Mahavishnu. 

1. VARADHARAJA SWAMY TEMPLE (DD) 

Varadharaja Swamy Temple is a very old one and the Bhag- 
wan is Swayamvaktha. Utsav Moorthy is very powerful here. The 
Pujas are performed here by Bhattarswamy himself. The shrine 
of Varadaraja Bhagwan is on a small hill called ‘Hasthagiri’. 
Different from the usual feature of most of the temples, it is 
seen here^ that Lord stands facing westward while His consort 
Perundevi is seated facing Eastward. Sthalapurana says that 
once Brahma performed Yagna. During the Yagna, at the time 
of Purnahuti. all Gods were present there, but Mahavishnu 
came out of Yagna, when all Gods prayed to Mahavishnu to 
stay there to bless his devotees for all the time to come. Thus 
Shri Varadaraja, the boon giving King of Kings, is enshrined in 
‘Punya Koti Viman’ on the bank of Anand Pushkarni. Vega- 
vathi river is also here. Here the hundred pillar Mandapam is 
very beautiful. It is said that two pupils of Muni Durvasa in 
the form of lizards came here to get rid of Durvasa Sapa. These 
lizards are even now seen in the forms of golden and silver 
lizards in the temple and it is said that if anybody touches 
these, all evils/curses, if any, will go away. 

There are .many beautiful gold jewels of ancient make for 
the Lord in the temple. Some ornaments were donated by 
Lord Clive. It is said that Lord Clive came to this temple before 
proceeding for a war at Hyderabad and prayed here for his 
victory. In the war, he got victory and was very much pleased 
and offered the ornaments to this God. Yoga Narasimha Sannidhi 
is also there in the Varadaraja temple. 

SALKOOPE 

It is a famous well and from here Sri Ramanuja Swamy used 
to take water for Puja of Varadharaja Swamy. Still water 
comes from this well. 
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2. TmUVEKHA TEMPLE (DD) 

The Lord is Yathothakari Bhagwan with his consort Koma- 
lavalli. It is said that just about the time of Brahma’s Yagna 
was to be concluded, Saraswathi, the consort of Brahma was 
not in favour of it and came in the shape of flooded river (Vega- 
vathi River) threatening to completely wash away the sacred 
Yagna place. Ensuring the prayers of Brahma and other Gods, 
Lord Vishnu took this incarnation and protected the place of 
Yagna so th&t Brahma could conclude his great Yagna in time. 

3. ASTHA BHUJA TEMPLE (DD) 

This is very near to Tiruvekha Temple on the same main 
road. 

Astha Bhuja (Adi Kesav) Bhagwan with eight hands in an 
incarnation for giving Moksha to Gajendra. The name of the 
Goddess is Pushpavalli. One Adivaraha Sannidhi is also here. 

4. TOOPAL TEMPLE 

Main deity is Deepa Prakash Bhagwan. One can also have 
darshan of Marakathavalli Lakshmiji. 

The temple is quite big. This is the birth-place of Vedanta 
Desika Swamy. The Deepa Prakash Bhagwan came to give 
light and wisdom to those who visit this place. 

5. KAMAKSHI TEMPLE 

It is quite a big temple of Goddess Kamakshl. Here other 
main deities are Amrithavalli, Lakshmiji and Saraswathiji. There 
are other nine Lakshmijis and also have one Narasimha San- 
nidhi, with the idol of Prahlada. Here it is -said that once God- 
dess Lakshmiji was doing the make-up when Vishnu was looking 
to her hidingly and hence he became Chor Venkatesh. 

THIRUKKALWANOOR (DD) 

This is a separate sannidhi of Adivarah Bhagwan. Name of 
Goddess is Anchalavalli. 

6 paAtakam temple 

(PANDAVADUTA PEEUMAL TEMPLE) (DD) 
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It is in South of Ekambaranath temple. The deity in the sanc- 
tum sanctorium depicts Lord Krishna in his role as ‘Pandava 
Dooth’, an excellent image, about 25 ft. high, in sitting posture. 
Name of the Goddess is Rukmini Devi. Viman ‘Bhadra’ is in the 
shape of a chariot. Lord was Prathyaksha to Harith Muni. 

Legend : When Lord Krishna went as a messenger to Dur- 
yodhana’s Court, the latter wanted to kill him. Then Krishna 
assumed a huge form and destroyed all the culprits. 

There is a separate Sannidhi for Narasimha Bhagwan, where 
one .can have a darshan also. 

7. EKAMBARANATH TEMPLE 

Gopuram is very big and the height of the same is about 
358 ft. This is a very big Shiva temple. The main deity of the 
temple is Lord Shiva. The name of the Goddes is Sundeswara 
Valli .and Chandra Pushkarani is there. 

NILATHINGAL SANNIDHI (DD) 

This small shrine is located in the Ekambaranath temple. 
God is Nilathingal (Venkatesh) Bhagwan. 

8. TIRU OORAGAM (DD) 

This is near the bus-stand. Name of God is Ulagalanda 
Perumal (Adi Keshav) in serpent form. Goddess is Amudavalli 
Nachiar. Within this Prakaram, there are three small shrines : 

(1) NEERAGAM (DD) : Name of the God is Jagadish 

Bhagwan and the Goddess is 
Nila Mangai. 

(2) KAARVAANAM (DD) : Name of the God is Kalwar 

Bhagwan and the Goddess is 
Kamalavalli. 

Prathyaksha to Parvati. 

(3) KARAKAM (DD) Name of the God is Karu- 

nakar, Bhagwan and Goddess 
is Padmini. 
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9. PARAMESHWARA VINNAGARAM 

(VAIKUNTHANATH TEMPLE) (DD) 

Vaikunthanath Bhagwan is the main deity here. The temple 
is very big and constructed in three stages. The Vaikunthanath 
Bhagwan is in different poses at different stages like sitting, 
standing and sleeping postures. People call Him Paramapadha- 
nath also. 

10. TKRTJP A V ALA TEMPLE (DD) 

Name of the God is Pavalavarna Bhagwan and Harith Varna 
Bhagwan. The name of the Goddess is Pavalavalli Lakshmi. 

11. TIRUPPUKUZHI (VIJAYARAGHAV TEMPLE) (DD) 

This is about 12 KM from big Kanchi. This form is taken 

to give moksha to Jatayu. All ambitions of devotees are ful- 
filled here. The Goddess is Maragathavalli. For those who have 
no child, come here and fry a kind of green gram (something 
like popcorn) ( . The couple has to stay in the temple for some 
days and and' in course of time, one day they will get a dream 
and thus a root will come out from the fried corn. It indicates 
that the couple will get a child. It has been tried by the present 
Bhattar Swamy himself who had no issue and after the above 
penance, he was blessed with a son. 

SRIPEBAMBADUE 

34 KM from Kancheepuram on National Highway towards 
Madras. It is known as Bhoothpuri. 

1. KESHA V TEMPLE 

This big and famous temple has Lord Sri Keshav Bhagwan. 
It is said that four pillars of the temple were made by Bhooths — 
saintly spirits at the behest of God. 

2. UDAYAVAR TEMPLE 

This is the birth-place of Ramanuja, the founder of Visishta 
Devta School of Hindu thought. 74 disciples of Sri Ramanuja 
had Started their mission from here. 

TIRUVALLXJR 

35 KM from Sriperambadur. 
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1. VEERA EAGHAVA TEMPLE (DD) 

The Lord here is Veera Raghava Ehagwan and is in the 
sleeping posture. The name of the Goddess is Kanaka Valli. It 
is said Lord came to this temple to give Darshan to Saligothra 
Muni. Pepper and Salt are offered to the Lord. 

THINN ANUR 

13 KM away from Tiruvallur. 

1. BHAKTAVATSALA TEMPLE (DD) 

The Lord here is Bhaktavatsala. The Goddess is Ennai Petra 
Lakshmi. The name of the Tirth is Varuna Pushkarani. 

TIRUMCSHI (TIRUMOZHISAI) 

10 KM from Thinnanur. 

1. JAGANNATH TEMPLE 

The Lord is Madhya Jagannath. This is the birth-place of 
Tirumozhisai Alwar. Bhaktisar Yogi is sitting at the Lord’s feet. 

MADRAS 

It is 27 KM from Tirumushi via Poonamallee. Madras, the 
capital city of Tamil Nadu, has all the conveniences of a major 
city. 


1. CHENNA KESHAV PERUMAL TEMPLE 

Darshan of Srinivasa Bhagwan and Chenna Keshav Bhag- 
wan can be had in the temple, situated at Flower Bazar (George- 
Town). 

2. SHREE BALAJI (VAIKUNTHANATH) TEMPLE 

Situated at General Muthyya Mudali Street, gives a very 
good darshan of Lord Balaji (Sri Vishnu Bhagwan). 

3. PARTHASARATHI TEMPLE (DD) 

This very big and well-maintained temple, is situated at 
Triplicate. One can have darshan of Parthasarathy (Shri 
Krishna) Bhagwan and Lakshmi Narasimha. 
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4. SHIV- VISHNU TEMPLE 

Situated at T. Nagai', one can have darshan of Srinivasa 
Bhagwan, Keshav, and Vedanta Desika Swamy. This is the birth- 
place of Peyalwar. 

5. KAPALESHWAB TEMPLE 

This is an ancient temple with a beautiful gopuram in Myla- 
pore and a big tank is also nearby. 

In the evening, one can enjoy at Marina Beach, one of the 
loveb Jst beaches in the world. 

TIRUNEERMALAI (DD) 

16 KM from Madras is Tiruneermalai. A famous temple of 
Ranganath Bhagwan is there. The Lord is on a small hill and 
is Ksheera Sayana and is in a sleeping posture. Darsan was 
granted here to the King of Thonda Desa, Brighu and Mar- 
kandeya. 


TIBU VID AND AI 

42 KM from Madras on Mahabalipuram Road is the temple 
for Nitya Kalyan Bhagwan. The Lord is in standing posture and 
the Goddess is Komala Valli. 

MAHABALIPURAM (DD) 

19 KM from Tiruvidandai on seacoast lies this place of 
wonder and of a splendiferous age of architectural perfection. 
The Arjuna’s penance, the seven pagodas known as Rock cut 
Rathas are mighty and beautiful. Magnificent in construction, 
superb in perfection, Mahabalipuram speaks volumes of the 
golden age that once swept the entire South Indian peninsula. 
The vast sculpture nearly 30 yards long and 24 ft. high cover- 
ing the sea-face of a cliff with Arjuna’s penance as a motiff 
speaks eloquently of this golden age. 

1. STHALASAYAN TEMPLE 

The Lord presides in His temple • at Mahabalipuram and 
therefore both pilgrims! and tourists visit this place. The Lord 
is Sthalasayan Bhagwan, with his consort Nilamangai Naehiar. 

P AKSHITIRTH AM (TIRUKALIKTJNDRAM) 

14 KM South-west of Mahabalipuram on the Highway is 
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this small hillock, where at an appointed time, two saintly birds 
come every day to partake the offering of Sakarai Pongal (rice 
booked with gur). The birds literally eat out of the hands of 
the Poojari without any inhibition and very seldom miss the 
routine throughout the year. The birds, the legend says, were 
once two great saints who under spell of a curse had to be 
reborn as birds, but they have a difference that they were con- 
scious of their penance. The deliverance from the curse which 
has been ordained will be attained only if they do penance 
throughout the Kali Yuga and the birds come all the way from 
Varanasi after taking their baths in the Ganges and then go to 
Pakshi Thirtha, partake their only meal of the day and end up 
in Chidambaram. This feat may appear stupendous to the 
ordinary conception, but then who have seen the ways of the 
Almighty! 


SINGA PERUMALKOIL 

8 KM from Chinglepet towards Madras lies this temple. The 
main deity is Ugra Narasimha Bhagwan carved- inside a cave — 
all in one stone. The Kalyana Utsava of the Lord attracts thou- 
sands of devotees. 

MADURANTHAKAM 

32 KM away from Singa Perumal Koil via Chingelpet on the 
National Highway. 

1. SHRI RAMA TEMPLE 

A great historical temple is situated just below the bund 
of the big reservoir. The main deities are Sri Ramachandra, 
Lakshmana and Sita. The Lord here is called Karunakara Bhag- 
wan. It is said that after the battle with Ravana, Sri Rama with 
Sita came to this place and helped Sita by holding her hand 
to get down from the Chariot. The Bhagwan is known as Karu- 
nakar. The temple is really beautiful. 

One can also have darsan of Sri Ramanuja few'amy wrett 
Gostipura Swamy. It is said that the Pancha Sahskar ot Rama- 
nuja Swamy was performed in this place by Mahapjura Swamv 
The Sankh and Chakra which were given to Sm Ramaaui 
Swamy, are preserved in a cave. Ahobila Svf^mty run® afrSbifi 
Sanskrit school with about 125 scholars. 
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Records indicate that Chingelpet town was on the bank of a 
dam which had burst owing to heavy rains every time and the 
rains always washed away the new construction. Ultimately on 
advice from the local people. Mr. Lionel Plase, the Collector of 
Chingelpet District in the year 1795 prayed before Sita Devi to 
rescue the dam and the town and promised that' if the dam is 
protected, he will construct a new temple and Mandapas for 
mother Sita. Prom that year onwards, the rains did not damage 
the dam and the Collector kept his promise and built a new 
temple and Mandapas for mother Sita. 

NAV ALPAKKAM 

42 KM from Madurantakam via Wandiwash. 


1. SRINIVASA HAYAGRIVA TEMPLE 

The beautiful and very old temple, has main presiding deity 
of Srinivasa Iiayagriva Bhagwan with Padmavathi and Lakshmi. 
Sthala Purana (legend) says that once Anna Ariya Mahadesika 
was going on the road, when he saw a boy sleeping near 
the tank and a snake dancing nearby the boy. This scene made 
him to feel that the boy must be very lucky and took the 
boy to the king of nearby State who had no son. Ip course of 
time, the boy became king of the State. 

Navalpakkam is famous for having given birth to many 
learned men. 


TIRUVARANGAM 

144 KM via Wandiwash, Polur, Tiruvannamalai and Tiruk- 
koylur (right turn here). 

1. SRI RANGANATH TEMPLE 

The Bhagwan is Sri Ranganath. The temple situated on the 
banks of Pinakani River, appears to be very old and most of 
its parts are in dilapidated condition. Pujas are performed here 
regularly. The idol is about 22 ft. high and the Garbhalaya (the 
sanctum sanctorum) is in good condition. The other idols of 
Sri Sesha, Lakshmi, Garuda etc., are also here. One has to cover 
about 11 KM of Kacha road to reach Tiruvarangahf. The Moola 
Vigraha is made of suddha. 
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This is the place where Brahma got Veda Upadesh. 

T1BUKKOYILUB 
24 KM back on Main Road is Tirukkoyilur. 

1. TRIVIKRAMA TEMPLE 

The temple is very big and well maintained. The main deity 
is Trivikrama Bhagwan. In the temple, the other idols are Push- 
pavalli Lakshmi (in standing pose). King Bali, Sukracharya and 
Prahlada. This incarnation of the Lord with Sankh on his right 
hand was to give Moksha (Salvation) to Bali, Kulasekhar and 
Bakti Sar. The idol is made of wood. 

The following are the main type of darshans as per puranas : 

(1) Van Rupam i.e. Naimi Saranya. 

(2) Jal Rupam i.e. Pushkar 

(3) Swayamvaktha i.e. Tirupati, Srimushnum etc. 
(Shaligram Rupam). 

(4) Sheela Rupam i.e. Tiruvendipuram, Kanchee etc. 

(5) Daru Rupam i.e. Tirukkoylur and Puri etc. 

(6) Sudha Rupam i.e. Tiruvarangam. 

CUDDALORE 

70 KM on State Highway via Medapet (National Highway 
crossing) and Panruti. 

1. MADHAV TEMPLE 

The deity is Madhav Bhagwan. 

2. SHIVA TEMPLE 

This big temple, has deities of Mahadeva and Parvati. The 
golden Kavacham (Breast plate) is made of 4000 tolas of gold. 

TRI VEND IP UR AM (DD) 

5 KM down south is Trivendipuram locally called Tiruvahin- 
drapuram. 

1. TIRUVENDIPURAM DEVANAYAK TEMPLE (DD) 

The presiding deity is Devanayaka Bhagwan with -his con- 
sort Vaikuntha Valli. The temple is very big, well maintained 
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sind well constructed. Pujas are performed according to sasthras. 
Lord Devanayaka in this temple is in his Trinity (Trimurthi) 
form i.e. Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, and is considered to be 
the elder brother of Balaji Venkateswara of Tirupati. 

2. OUSHADHA FARVATH 

On the Oushad Parvath (hill) darsan of Lakshmi Haya- 
greeva can be had. It is said that Vedanta Desika Swamy did 
Tapasya (penance) for 12 years on this hill and Garuda gave 
him the Hayagreeva Mantra. 

There is also a Venu Gopal temple on top of the hill which 
can be visited. 

3. DESIKA TEMPLE 

It is said that one person asked Desika Swamy ‘Sir, how 
do you say you are Sarwatantra Swatantra? If you are so, can 
you make an idol of gold? Saying this, he placed some gold 
before Desika Swamy. To the surprise of all, Desika Swamy 
made a beautiful idol out of that gold. The idol is very powerful 
and one can have darshan of this in this temple. Desika Swamy’s 
other ornaments made of diamond and ruby are also very beau- 
tiful and costlier, specially the Kavachams (armours). 

CHIDAMBARAM 

45 KM from Tiruvendipuram via Cuddalore. Chidambaram 
means the sky permeated with an atmosphere of intelligence 
and wisdom, and in this great city, there are two gigantic tem- 
ples for Shiva and Vishnu. These temples are side by side, 
indicating that there is no difference between the two. These 
temples stand on an area of 40 acres of land and have five 
Prakaras (towers with entrance). 

1. NATARAJA TEMPLE (SHIVA MANDIR) 

The Nataraja Temple is in the centre of the town. There 
are four big Gopurams, each is about 122 ft. in height which 
attracts visitors. On the eastern and western gopurams, there 
are 108 images in different poses and designs illustrating' the art 
of dance. The 1000 pillars Mandap is worth seeing. Inside the 
temple, there is a big tank where it is said that King Varma 
Chakra bathed and was cured of his leprosy. The temple has a 
recorded history dating back to eighth century. The Viman at 
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the top of the sanctum is made of 21,660 gold coins and display 
the most artistic and exquisite sculptural skill. 

The idol in Nataraja Temple is made of Spatika stone. 
The mystery of Chidambaram known as “CHIDAMBARA 
RAHASYA” gives one an insight into the sanctity and prowess 
of this deity. 

In order to have darshan of this, one has got to enter the 
temple by 7.30 or 8.00 A.M. 

Mention may be made that perhaps it is here in this temple 
where a communion of a low caste with a supreme being was 
possible. The story of Nandanar is a household story in the 
South. Nandanar belonged to a very low caste — (untouchable), 
but developed such a great faith in Nataraja that despite oppo- 
sition by the puritans, the doors of His Kingdom was opened. 
He immersed himself into the realms of this heavenly kingdom 
and attained permanent salvation. Many have sung about this 
unique phenomena unheard of anyhere else in the country. 

2. VISHNU TEMPLE (DD) 

Lord is Govindaraja Bhagwan. 

Apart from Nataraja" Bhagwan and Govindaraja Bhagwan, 
one can also have darshan of Sri Ramachandraji. 

SRIMUSHNAM 

45 KM away from Chidambaram on the south-west direction 
is Srimushnam. 

I. VARAHA TEMPLE 

The temple is very big and old, say more than 1500 years 
old. At the entrance of the temple, there is a beautiful and 
well carved 16 pillar Mandapam. This place is called Bhoo 
Vaikuntam. Main deity is Varaha Bhagwan and is Swayam- 
vakth. Name of Lakshmiji is Ambhujavalli. The mirror room 
in this temple is worth seeing. 

Near to this temple, the Bhagwan Venkatesh has left his 
foot impressions. 
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There is also Vedanta Desika Swamy Sannidhi in the temple. 


KATTUMANNAR KOIL 

32 KM away from Srimushnam. 

1. VEERA NARAYANA TEMPLE 

Darshan of Lord Veera Narayana Bhagwan can be had over 
here. 


SIRK AEI 

21 KM South from Chidambaram. 

1. TADALAM TEMPLE (DD) 

This temple is for Trivikrama Bhagwan (Tadalam) and his 
consort is Muthuvilam Kulati Nachiar. 

East to Sirkali, on the Tiruvenkadu Road, there are eleven 
Divya Desas, within a distance of 15 KMS. Please refer Map 
No. 5 for proper guidance, as they are in small villages and the 
road is Kacha. It is advisable to engage a local person as a 
guide to locate the temples so that one can save time in searching 
these. 

2. URUVALI (DD) 

South to Sirkali, on Tiruvenkadu Road, on the 9th KM, one 
has to take diversion to right side, is this temple. The deity is 
Lakshmi Narasimha with consort Kadal Mangai Lakshmi. 

3. TIRUTHEVANAllTHOGAI (DD) 

Just near Tiruvali, this temple is situated. The Lord is 
Devanayaka, with consort Kadal Mangai Lakshmi. 

4. KAVALAMPADI (DD) 

Returning from Tiruthevanar , Thogai to main road of Sir- 
kali to Tiruvenkadu, after 2 KMS, one has to take diversion to 
left and on 1/2 KM, is this temple. The Lord is Gopal Krishna 
with consort Madavaral Mangai. The Pushkarani is Padma. 

5. PARTHANAPALLI (DD) 

7.5 KM away via Mangaimadam and Tiruvenkadu from 
Kavalampadi. The Lord is Parthasarathy with consort Thamarl 
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Lakshmi. There is also an idol of Sri Ramachandra Bhagwan 
with four arms. 

6. PRAKAL TIRUNAGARI (DD) 

9 KM away via Tiruvenkadu and Mangaimadam, is this 
temple. The Lord is Kalyanaranganath (Vedarajan) and consort 
Amirthavalli. The temple is very beautiful and there is a beau- 
tiful sannidhi for Tirumangai Alwar (Prakal Swami) also. (The 
two temples Tiruvali and Tirunagari are counted as one Divya 
Desam). 

There are about seven Divya Desams in village Nangur in a 
range of about 4 KMS. 

7. MANIKUDAM (DD) 

8 KM away from Tirunagari in Nangur village. The Lord 
is Manikoodanayaka, and the consort is Tirumangai Nachiar. 
Kanak Viman and Chandra Pushkarani are also here. Lord was 
prathyaksha to Garuda. 

8. SEMPONSEI KOEL (DD) 

The Lord is Semponnaranga wit.h consort Senkamalavalli. 

9. TIRUTHETRIYAMBALAM (DD) 

Here is beautiful Rapganath Bhagwan in sleeping posture 
and consort Ranganayaki. 

10. ARIMEYA VINNAGARAM (DD) 

The Lord is Koodamadu Koothan with consort Amirthakata- 
valli. 

11. MANIMODA KOEL (Tirunapgur) (DD) 

In this temple, the Lord, is Nar Narayana and consort Pun- 
darika Valli. Indra Pushkarani is also here. The deities are in 
sitting posture. 12 Garuda Sevas take place in Brahmotsav days. 
It is a big temple and daily Puja is performed. 

12. VANPURUSHOTHAM (DD) 

The Lord is Vanpurushothama with consort Purushothama- 
nayaki (Amrithavalli Lakshmi). Prathyaksha to Upa-Manyu. 
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13. VAIKUNTHA VINN AGAR (DD) 

The Lord is Vaikuntanath with consort Vaikunta Valli. 
There are also idols of Avanda-Vardhaka Vimanam and Lakshmi 
Pushkarani. Pujas are performed daily. 

14. TIRUVELLAKULAM (ANNAN KOIL) (DD) 

2 KM away from Nangur towards Sirkali. One can also 
walk 1 KM from Tiruthevanar Thogai to reach this place. The 
Lord is Narayanan (Kannan) with consort Poovar Thirumagal. 
Vallikula Theerth is here. This is also called Southern Tirupati. 

15. THALAICHANKADU (DD) 

This is situated on Sirkali-Tranquebar Road, 14 KM from 
Sirkali, 8 KM from Tiruvellakkulam and 3 KM before Akkur. 
The Lord is Vyomajothi and consort Senkamala Valli. 

16. MAHJEAM (INDALUR) (DD) 

This is near Mayuram town, atfer crossing Kaveri Channel. 
The Lord is Ranganath (Parimala Rangar) and consort Chan- 
dx-asapa Vimochana Valli. Once Indira got some, skin disease, 
and was cured after taking bath in Indu Pushkarani here. 

Vedamod Vimar^ is also here. 

17. TER AIL UNDUE (DD) 

From Mayuram to Kumbakonam, one has to turn left at 
Kutralam, and on 6 KM from Main Road, is this temple. This 
is the birth-place of Sri Kambanathar, who wrote Ramayana in 
Tamil. 

The Lord is Amaraviyappam and the consort Senkamala 
Valli. The idol is beautiful with 10 ft. height and four hands. 

KUMBAKONAM 

30 KM from Teralundur via Kutralam. 

1. SARANGAPANI TEMPLE (DD) 

The temple is very big, well planned, well organised and 
very, ancient. 
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Sarangapani Bhagwan with. His consort Komalavalli 
Lakshmi are the main deities. He is in Udyoga Sayanam (Lord 
lying on his side trying to rise up). 

Gopuram is very huge with 12 flight.s and is nearly 160 ft. 
high. There are other five Gopurams in this temple premises. 
The Viman, Vaidik is made of silver with great skill. There 
are two chariots and one is huge. 

The inner temple is in the form of a chariot — Rathakaram 
and the Lord is in sleeping pose on Serpant bed. The sculpture 
is worth seeing and of high artistic value. There are two gates 
for having darshan. One opens from 14th January to 15th July 
(Uttarayana Gate) and the other from 16th July to 13th January 
(Dakshinayana Gate). The other idols placed near the main idol 
are as follows : 


1 . 

near the head 

Surya Bhagwan 

2. 

near chest of the Lord 

Lakshmi Devi 

3. 

in Nabhi (Naval) of Lord 

Brahma 

4. 

near the Charanas 

The Saptha Nadhis 


(feet of the Lord) 

(7 rivers) 


God was Prathyaksha to Mema Muni and gema Thirth is here. 

2 . CHAKRAPAN1 TEMPLE 

The defty is Chakrapani Bhagwan i.e., Vishnu Bhagwan with 
8 arms and three eyes (Astha Bhuja and Trinetra). The consort 
is Vi jay a Valli. The chakra in the hand of the Bhagwan is of 
special interest to the devotees. 

The temple is situated on a platform of 15 ft. high and is 
near Kaveri river. Pushkal Viman is there. 

It is said that once the local king got trouble in the stomach 
and having failed to get relief of the pain elsewhere, ultimately 
made Pradhikshana in this temple and got it completely cured. 
It is for this reason the idol of the king has been placed in this 
temple in front of the Lord. 

In the same premises, there is a separate good Sannidhi 
for Lakshmiji. This is also on a high platform. 
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3. SRI RAMA TEMPLE 


This is near Kumbeshwara Temple. Kodanda Ram Bhagwan 
with Sita, Lakshmana, Bharat, Satrugana and Hanuman (Ram 
Panchayatam) are in standing pose, with Silver crowns on their 
heads. It is said that the idols installed in the sanctum are 
secured from underground. The story of Ramayana is depicted 
on the walls of the temple in beautiful mural paintings. 

4. KUMBESHWARA TEMPLE 

This is a worth seeing Shiva Shrine. Name of the city came 
out of this temple’s name. 

Note : As the temples nearby Kumbakonam are very huge and 
programme Schedule is very tight, and if one desires, he can 
extend one full day without disturbing onward schedule. 

TIRUCHERAI (DD) 

14 KM away from Kumbakonam, this temple is also known 
as Sara Kshetram. The Bhagwan is Saranath Bhagwan and 
Saranayaki Lakshmi is his consort. There are five idols of 
Lakshmiji here, which are as under : 

1. Sri Devi 

2. Bhoo Devi 
3- Neela Devi 

4. Mahalakshmi 

5. Saranayaki. 

Prathyaksha to Markandeya and Kaveri. Mool Moorthy is 1 
Vasudeva Bhagwan and he has Sankh and Chakra in his hands. 

Sara Viman and Sara Pushkarani are also here. 

NACHIYAR KOIL (DD) 

5 KM on the way back to Kumbakonam from Tirucherai. 
This place is also called ‘Sukandha Giri’. The main deities are 
Srinivasa and Vasudeva Bhagwan, all in standing pose. Mani 
Mukud River is flowing nearby. Garuda Vahana is carved in 
single stone and such a Vahana is not found anywhere else. 
On this stone Vahana, Lord is mounted on Mukoti Ekadasi Day, 
during the Brahma Utsava by 32 Brahmins. It is said that drops 
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of water come out of the stone Garuda Vahana when the Lord 
is mounted at the time of Brahma Utsava. 

The Lord is in company of Vasudeva, Sankarshana, Ani- 
ruaha and Pradhyumna. 

UPPILIAPPAN KOIL (DD) 

5 KM away from Nachiyar Koil, and on the outskirts of 
Kumbakonam, is Thiru Nageswaram, the other name for the 
place where this temple is situated. The temple is dedicated to 
Lord Uppiliyappan or known as Lavana Varjita Srinivasa. The 
Bhog with no lavana (salt) is offered to Lord and thus, he has 
come to be known as Lavana Varjita Srinivasa. This temple has 
significance because it is said that those who cannot go to Tiru- 
pati can visit this temple and fulfill any vows. Such fulfillment 
in Uppiliyappan Koil, Balaji Venkatesh considers as fulfillment 
to Himself. It is also said that Bhagwan was married to the 
daughter of Markandeya Rishi. 

Name of Goddess is Bhumi Devi. Sudhananda Vim an and 
Ahorathra Pushkarani are also here. The Lord was Prathyaksha 
to Markandeya. 


NATHAN KOIL (DD) 

6 KM away from Kumbakonam. One can have darshan of 
Jagannath Bhagwan here. Utsava Moorthy is Srinivasa Bhagwan 
with Champaka Valli as His consort. Lord is in sitting pose 
facing west with a golden crown on His head which weighs 
125 tolas. There are five weapons in the hands of the Lord. Lord 
was Prathyaksha to Nandy. Nandy Viman and Nandy Pushka- 
rani are also here. 

SIBUPCLIYIJB (DD) 

43 KM from Kumbakonam via Peralam, Kollemangudi. Main 
deity in sleeping posture is Arumakadal Bhagwan with Tiru- 
mangal Nachiar as His consort. Utsava Moorthy Kripa Samudra 
with consort Devanayaki Lakshmi are also here, Nandya Var- 
tana Viman and Ananda Saras Pushkarani are here. Lord was 
prathyaksha to Kanvar and Vyaghra Padar. 
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TIRUK ANN APUR AM (DD) 

22 KM down south crossing the Karaikal Road with a diver- 
sion from Nannilam on the Nagapattinam Road is Tirukanna- 
puram. The templd is quite big. The Bhagwan is Souri Raja 
and the idol is just like Balaji of Tirupati. Goddess is Kanna- 
puranayaki. Utpal Vataka and Nitya Pushkarani, which is quite 
big, are also here. 

Lakshmiji’s Sannidhi is separate. 

NAGAPATTINAM 

34 KM away from Tirukannapuram via Nagore. Nagapatti- 
nam, an ancient town, was ruled for about 100 years by the 
Dutch. It has a minor sea port also. 

1. SOUNDRA RAJA TEMPLE (DD) 

The Lord is Soundra Raja Bhagwan with consort Sundra- 
valli Laxmi. The Bhagwan is in standing posture and resembles 
Balaji of Tirupati. Bhadra Koti Viman and Sara Pushkarani are 
here. 


TIRUK ANN ANKUDI (DD) 

14 KM away via Kilvelur. The temple is also called Krishna 
Narayana Kshetra. The Bhagwan’s name is Damodar Narayana 
with Aravinda Valli as His consort. This place also has another 
name called Theera Vazhaku. There is one fresh water well 
which is famous as Urakkinar. Utpal Vataka Viman and Nitya 
Pushkarani are here. Bhagwan was pratyaksha to Bhrigu and 
Brahma. 

There is a Tamarind tree whose leaves do not close in the 
night and also another flower plant which does not blossom. 

TIRUVARUR 

13 KM away on the road back via Kilvelur towards Kum- 
bakonam. There is a big Shiva Temple. 

1. THYAGARAJA TEMPLE 

This is the birth-place of the music trinities — Sri Thy agar a ja. 
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Sri Shyam Sastri and Sri Dikshitar. They held supreme sway 
over devotional songs for centuries and even today their songs 
are awe-inspiring. There is also a temple for Lord Vishnu where 
the Lord is shown perfoming Puja keeping Mahadev in His 
heart. This is a very unique posture unseen anywehere else. 

There is a big Pushkarni called ‘Kamalalayam’. 

2. TERUKANNA MANGAI (DD) 

Just 7 KM away towards Kumbakonam is Tirukanna Mangai. 
The idol is very big and it looks like Tirupati Balaji. Lord is 
Bhaktavatsala Bhagwan with His consort Abhisekavalli. 

Utpal Vataka Viman and Darshan Pushkarni are here. 

It is said that some Rishis (Saints) served the Lord in the 
form of honey-bees and hence honey is the main Bhog (offering) 
here. Lord was pratyaksha to Brigu and Markandeya. 

MANNARGUDI 

27 KM away from Tirukannamangai. This place is also called 
Raja Marinargudi. This place is on the banks of river Vennar, 
and known as Dakshina Dwaraka. 

1. RAJAGOPAL TEMPLE 

The main deity is Rajagopal Bhagwan and Goddess is Cham- 
paka Lakshmi. 18 steps of Shobhana Mandapam is quite good 
here. Near the Lord’s idol are placed two Sakies (two Guards) 
named Raja Nayak and Dwaraka Nayak. Lakshmiji’s face is 
very beautiful. Utsava Moorthy is called Tribhangi Krishna 
and is beautiful and powerful. Near to this idol are placed the 
idols of Rukmini, Satyabhama and a Cow. 

There is a. separate temple for Lakshmiji and it is said that 
Lakshmi ji used to come to Rajagopala Bhagwan twice in a year. 

There is a thousand pillar mandapam and a big tank by 
the name Harindranath. The tank is 1158 ft. by 837 ft. Wor- 
shipping in this temple gives one the benefit of having taken 
bath in seven Gangas. 

Swayambhu Viman and Daridra Nadi (Pushkarni) are here. 
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VADUVUB 


14 KM from Mannargudi on way to Tanjavur. This place, 
also called ‘Dakshina Ayodhya', has one of the best and big 
Rama Temple. 

1. SKI RAMA TEMPLF 

One can have darshan of Sri Kodanda Rama with Lakshman 
and Sita. In this temple, there is also Garuda Vahana which 
is beautiful and very big. Ahobila Math is outside the temple 
with Hayagreeva Bhagwan’s idol. 

KUMBAKONAM (BACK) 

TEBUMANDAKUDI (DD) 

22 KM away from Kumbakonam via Andakudi village. 

I. SRI RANGANATH TEMPLE 

The Lord Sri Ranganath with consort Ranganayaki are in 
this small temple. Ananda Varthan Viman and Chandra Push- 
karani are here. Lord was Prathyaksha to Nandak. 

This place is approachable by jeep only. 

AD AN UR (DD) 

3 KM from Tirumandakudi on way back. 

1. SRI RANGANATH TEMPLE 

Lord Ranganath Bhagwan (also known as Bhaktananda 
Bhagwan) is in sleeping pose. The local people call this temple 
Andalakkumeyyan. It is said that this is the place where God 
destroyed the Garva (arrogance) of Kamadhenu. Ranganayaki 
Lakshmi is His consort. 

Pravan Viman and Surya Thirth are here. Lord was Prath- 
yaksha to Kamadhenu, Agni and Bhrigu. 

PULLAPUDANKUDI (DD) 

Further on way back, just 2 KM away. 
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1. VALVIL RAM TEMPLE 

In this beautiful and very big temple, Lord Valvil Ram with 
consort Potramarai Lakshmi are there. The Utsava moorthy is 
beautiful with 4 hands and is in standing pose like Tirupati. 
It is said that this is the place where Ram gave Moksha (sal- 
vation) to Jatayu and slept afterwards. Shobhan Viman and 
Jatayu Thirth are here. 

This temple is under the charge of Ahobil Math. 

KAPISTHALAM (DD) 

Further, down 6 KM from Pullabudankudi, one has to take 
a right turn on the Tanjore road and from this crossing about 
5 KM away is Kapisthalam. 

1. ADI MOOLA RANGANATH TEMPLE 

The Lord, Adi Moola Ranganath is in sleeping pose, with 
consort Bhoo Devi Lakshmi. The idol is very big and beautiful 
and is about 10 ft. long. Utsava Moorthy is Gajendra Varadha 
Chaturbhuj. Bhagwan gave darshan to Gajendra. 

Gaganakriti Viman is here. 

KUDALUB (DD) 

8 KM away from Kapisthalam is Kudalur with a small 
diversion from the main road. 

1. ADUTHURAI PERUMAL TEMPLE 

The main deity is Jagat Rakshak Bhagwan who is in sleep- 
ing pose with Padmasana Lakshmi as His consort. Sudha Satya 
Viman and Chakra Pushkarani are here. Lord was Prathyaksha 
to Nandak Maha Muni. 

TIRUKKANDITUB (DD) 

10 KM away from Kudalur on the main road to Tanjore is 
Tirukkandiyur. 

1. HAR SHAPA VIMOCHANA TEMPLE 

The main deity is Kamalanatha Bhagwan and the Utsava 
moorthy Hara Shapa Vimochana Bhagwan with Kamala Valli 
as His consort. 


65 



Kamal Kirti Viman and Kapal Thirth Pushkarani are here. 
Lord was prathyaksha to Ugra Satya Rishi. 

VENN AlTH ANK AR AI (DD) 

10 KM away from Tirukkandiyur. 

1 NARASIMHA TEMPLE 

The idol of Lord Narasimha Perumal (Bhagwan) is very 
big in sitting posture. 

Besides this, one should also have darsan of following Bhag- 
wans which are nearby and within half-a-mile radius. 

(1) Neela Megh Perumal. 

(2) Manikundran Perumal. 

(3) Singha Perumal 

THANJAVUR (TANJORE) 

This ancient city, 3 KM from Vennathankarai has one of 
the biggest Shiva Temples in South India, known as BRAIIAD- 
HEESWARA TEMPLE. 

1. BRAHADHEESWARA TEMPLE 

The temple is built just like a Fort surrounded by an 18 ft. 
wall and a ditch of 3 miles all around with a depth of 15 ft. 
An irrigation canal coming from river -Kaveri flows near the 
fort. It is said that the temple was built in the 13th century 
by the Chola kings. The art, design and workmanship of the 
temple and its Gopuram are world famous. The temple’s Gopuram 
is 215 ft. high arid over this flight, a single stone, of 25 sq. ft. 
area for the Kalasa is placed. The stone is estimated nearly 
80 tons in weight. The Nandy (Bull) is huge and is carved out 
of a single black stone weighing 25 tons. (16 ft. X 12 ft.). The 
main deity is Shiva and there are so many other Shiva Lingas 
and relative idols in this temple. 

SRIRANGAM 

56 KM from Tanjore. Lying in an island, encircled by two 
rivers, Coleron and Kaveri, the place apart from this mighty 
temple, is itself very picturesque. In Sri Rangam, great reli- 
gious schools flourished and Shri Ramanuja nimself adorned 
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the pontificate in Sri Rangam. He spent over 20 years in Sri 
Rangam and wrote his monumental and celebrated works the 
Vedarthasangraha, Bhasya on Bhagavad Githa and the Sri 
Bhasya. The history records that Sri Ramanuja like his worthy 
predecessors — the Alwars and Nath Muni, conversed personally 
with Shri Ranganath Bhagwan. 

1. SHRI RANGANATH TEMPLE (DD) 

Acclaimed as the first and foremost amongst the 108 Divya 
Desas, Sri Rangam is one of the greatest temples of the South. 
This is also a Swayam Vyakta Kshetra and is known as Bhoo- 
loka Vaikunta. Sri Rangam was rediscovered by Raja Rajendra 
Chola, also known as ‘Kilikanda Cholan’ He got this name, the 
legend says because it was a kili (parrot), which told him of 
this great city lying submerged under sand dunes and he re- 
suscicated this temple from oblivion. The city has an antiquated 
past, the history of which has been obliterated by passage of 
time and lack of records. However, the fact remains that with 
some sense of credibility, the temple can claim some 4000 years 
of uninterrupted existence. Of the South Indian kingdoms, viz. 
the Cholas, Pandyas, Nayaks and Rayars contributed for reha- 
bilitation and renovation of this great temple. 

The area of Sri Rangam is about 3 sq. miles with 7 pra- 
karas and 21 Gopurams (Towers) around the sanctum sancto- 
rum. Mighty in construction, beautiful in conception, splendi- 
ferous in architectural perfection and holy by its origin and 
the blessings showered on it by Alwars and Acharyas, Sri Ran- 
gam stands as an unrivalled monument of Indian culture and 
heritage. Foremost among the Divya Desas, the 12 Alwars in 
unison have sung the praise of the temple and the great Lord. 
The songs sung by them are known as Mangalasasanas. 

Sri Ranganath Bhagwan lies on the bed of Adisesha (the 
serpant king) jwho, with the hoods spread which protects him 
from any disturbance. 

The doors of the prakara are covered with gold and silver 
plate and on the walls around the sanctorum are painted with 
all the deities of the 108 Divya Desas. The Dhwaja Stambam is* 
gold plated. The holy rites' performed in this temple are pre- 
served from time immemorial and the ceremonies and forms of 
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worship are more or less on the same pattern as were handed 
over to us by the Vedas. The main door for darsan opens at 
6.45 A.M. and the Chief priests begin their duties. A cow and 
one of the temple elephants come for the morning darshan of 
facing each other. 

For Tirumanjan (bathing) of the Lord, holy water is bi’ought 
the Viswarupa and stand on either side at the temple gate 
by th e Chief priests from the Kaveri river in a silver vessel 
daily on an elephant. After the bathing, the Lord is clothed in 
dry-cleaned garments and the sacred signs applied to his fore- 
head. He is decked with jewels and garlands of fresh flowers 
while the musicians play the Veena. The Lord’s ornamental 
clothes, Ratna Kavaeham (armour of gems or precious stones), 
pearl kavacha and other ornaments are worth seeing. In the 
campus, there are several temples for other deities like Nara- 
simha Bhagwan, Lakshmiji and Dhanvantri, the God who creat- 
ed the faculty of medicine. 

The Pushkarani is Chandra Pushkarani. 

Sri Ramanuja Swamy’s body lies in eternal peace .in this 
temple campus itself. Before going to the temple, it is prefer- 
able to have a bath in the Akanda Kaveri which is only about 
17 KM away from Sri Rangam. 

TIBUPERNAGAR (APPAKUDATHAN TEMPLE) (DD) 

12 KM away on the Kumbakonam Road. The Lord here is 
known as Appakudathan Bhagwan. 

AKH'ANDA KAVERI 

A bath in the Akhanda Kaveri, which is only about 17 KM 
away from Sri Rangam, is very enjoyable. 

GUNASHEELAM (PRASANNA VENKATESH TEMPLE) 

Further- 4 KM from Akhanda Kaveri. The -deity is Prasanna 
Venkatesh, and His consort is Padmavati Devi. This is a very 
famous temples and people have faith that all mental disorders 
are set right and evil spirits (Bhooth and Preth) get out by the 
darshan of Lord Venkatesh. Pradikshana and Puja for ‘41 days 
cures these type of diseases. 
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TIECVA1LABAI (PUNDARIKAKSHA TEMPLE) (DD) 

On way back from Gunasilam after 17 KM, one meets the 
road to Salem in a place called Totiyam. 12 KM on the north- 
ward direction is Tiruvallarai. The Bhagwan is Pundarikaksha 
and His temple is very old and beautiful. It is on a small hill 
and looks like a Fort from inside. The idol is in sitting pose 
with Pankajavalli as His consort. Pundarikaksha Pushkarani is 
nearby and the Lord was Pratyaksha to Markandeya. 

DTTAMAR KOIL (DD) 

On way back to Sri Rangam, just 14 KM away from Tiru- 
vallarai is Uttamar Koil. The Bhagwan is Purushottam Bhagwan, 
with Poorva Devi Lakshmi as His consort. Though small, this 
is a- very old temple. Lord was pratyaksha to Kadamba Rishi. 

ANBIL 

24 KM from Sri Rangam on Lalgudi Road. 

1. SUNUAKARAJA TEMPLE (DD) 

God is Sundara Raja Bhagwan in sleeping pose. Utsava 
Moorthies are Sundararaja Bhagwan and Sundaravalli Lakshmi. 

TBICHINOPOLY (TRICHY) 

A historical and most important town of Tamil Nadu, this is 
about 8 KM away from Sri Rangam. 

1. TJCHI PELLAYAR KOIL (GANESH TEMPLE) 

The temple in the rock Fort is very famous. One has to 
climb 200 steps to reach the top of the hill in order to have 
darshan of Lord Ganesh. From the top of the hill, one can have 
a panoramic view of the sprawling city of Trichinopoly. 

WORIUR 

3 KIM away from Trichinopoly on South-west direction. 

1. KALYAN RANGANATH TEMPLE (DD) 

The deity is Kalyan Ranganath Bhagwan (Alagia Mana- 
vaalan). His consort is Kamala Valli, (Vasa Lakshmi) and this 
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place is the birth-place of Tiruppan Alwar. Bhagwar« was prath- 
yaKsha to Ravi and Dharma Raja. 

TIRTJM AY AM 

96 KM from Sri Rangam on Madurai Road via Trichinopoly 
and Pudukottai. 

1. SATYA GIRINATH TEMPLE (DD) 

The temple is very big and is surrounded by Satya Giri 
mountain. Sculpture inside the temple is quite attractive. The 
deities are carved in a cave on a single rock. The main deity is 
Satya Girinath Bhagwan in sleeping pose on a serpant bed. 
Brahma, Dharma, Chitragupta and others, have also been carved 
in the cave. In another Sannidhi, Satyanarayana Bhagwan is in 
standing pose with four hands, and Sri Devi and Bhoo Devi 
alongside. The name of Lakshmiji is Ujjivani. Vedanta Desika 
Swamy Sannidhi is also there in front of the temple. Satya 
Vimanam and Satya Pushkarani are there. 

TIRUGOSTIPURAM 

36 KM from Tirumayam via Tiruppattur (left diversion 
immediately after Tiruppattur). 

1. SOUMYA NARAYAN TEMPLE (DD) 

This is a magnificent temple having five storeys. It is said 
that Lord Krishna himself had stayed here with Satyabh'ama. 
The temple is on top of the hill. On the ground floor, Sri Krishna 
with Rukmini and Satyabhama are installed. 

On the first floor is Soumya Narayan in sleeping pose, on 
the second floor, Vaikunta Nath, on the third floor, Narasimha 
Bhagwan and on the fourth floor, Ramanuja Swamy. It is on the 
Gopuram of this temple, Sri Ramanuja is said to have stood 
and publicly explained the meaning of Tiru Mantra. According to 
Puranas, it is said that all Devas met together at this place for 
taking the decision against the torments of Hiranyakashipu and 
hence this place came to be known as Ghostipuram. The warn* 
of the consort is Ksheerabhujavalli. The Lord was Prathyaksha 
to Kadamba Rishi. 
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It was here, that Sri Ramanuja did meditation* and gave 
Upadesa (advice) to his 74 disciples. 

MADURAI 

9 KM back to Main Road from Tirugostipuram and another 
64 KM away is Madurai, the second biggest city of Tamil Nadu. 
Being ancient and oldest city (500 B.C.), it has withstood many 
calamities all through the centuries. The muslim invaders could 
not destroy the Meenakshi Temple and other historical monu- 
ments m Madurai. From time to time, this city has been a great 
seat of learning and culture. South Indian culture (Dravidian) 
flourished in this place Temples in Madurai received lavish 
patronage from Pandyan and Nayak kings. 

I. MEENAKSHI TEMPLE 

This Greatest Temple in Madurai, with built area of 850 ft. 
by 725 ft., and gigantic work of sculptures, has five big towers, 
on four sides, and also several gopurams inside. It has two struc- 
tures, one for Shiva or Sundareswar and other to Sri Meenakshi. 
There are music pillars, which produce Sapta Swaras. In the 
Shiva temple, near eastern Gopuram, there is a thousand pillars 
mandap, where now they have started a museum of temple arts. 
The Ashtalakshmi Mandapam and Golden lily tank are very 
beautiful. 

It is said that Meenakshi is Sister of God Vishnu and L.ord 
Sundararaja from Alagarkoil comes to Madurai every year in 
the month of Chaitra to perform the marriage of Sister Meenak- 
shi. 


There is Sundareswara Mahadev also in another Sannidhi, 
He was pratyaksha to Panini Rishi. It is said that Panini Rishi 
created his treatise on grammar on the basis of the voice which 
came from the Damaru of Sundareswara Bhagwan. 

The Madurai temple was started on a small basis and it 
took three continuous generations and sincere efforts to complete 
the construction. 

2. KUDALAGAR TEMPLE (DD) 

Sundararaja Bhagwan with Bhakulavalli and Marakatha 
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Valli Lakshmi as consorts are installed. Lord is in a sitting 
pose. Bhagwan was prathyaksha to Bhrigu and Shounak etc. 

TIRUPPCLLANY 

124 KM away from Madurai via Manamadurai, Paramagudi 
and Ramanathapuram (a diversion on right hand side). 

1. ADI JAGANATH TEMPLE (DD) 

According to epics, when Sri Rama was proceeding for 
Lanka, he wanted to construct a bridge across the sea and 
requested the “Ocean Lord Samudra Raja” to grant Him a path- 
way. The request was turned down. Annoyed, Sri Rama- 
chandra took out His Bow and Arrow. Frightened at the wrath 
of Ramachandra, Samudra Raja appeared and prostrated before 
Sri Rama. The Raja told Sri Rama the ways and means of 
building a bridge and the bridge was constructed by Nala and 
Neela. The main deity is Adi Jagannath Bhagwan. 

In another Sannidhi, Sri Ramachandraji lying on the bed of 
Adi Sesha is very beautiful The name of Goddess is Kalyana- 
valli. Bhagwan was pratvaksha to Vibhishana, Varuna and 
Sumitra. 

Godambas Sannidhi is separate. 

From Tiruppullany, sea is only 5 KM away and is very good 
place for bathing. s 


RAMESHWARAM 

• t,/ 6 back to Rama nathapuram and another 40 KM away 
is Mandapam From here, one has to go by rail to Rameshwaram. 
it is about 1-1/2 hours journey, over a beautiful bridge built 

££££ txr and be — «-» - 

1. RAMAN AfTH TEMPLE 

Rameshwaram Temple is remarkable for its impressive pil- 
lared corridors mid the passages vary in width from 1? ft. to 

30M “J* - h , elght ' their total length is about 

R tS esb '" ar " n Temple Is a Shiva Kshetra and its en- 

Lmfr a htoLS hlg ’ The ltoga Was * nstaUed hy Sri Kama. 
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There are three Pragaras for the temple with two 
Gopurams. 

A. First Pragara : 

Nearby to Gharbhalaya (Sanctum sanctorum) is Sannidhi 
of Kasi Vishwanath, in this Pragara. It can be worshipped. 
There is a story that Sri Rama asked Hanuman to bring a Shiva 
Linga from Kasi and Hanumanji was late in bringing the Linga. 
The auspicious time for installation of Linga was closing in and 
Goddess Sita prepared a Linga out of sand and Sri Ramachan- 
draji installed the Linga. The one subsequently brought by 
Hanumanji was also installed nearby. Koti Tirth and Sarva 
Tirth are also here. 

B. Second Pragara : 

Along with Goddess Annapurna Sannidhi, a big Nandi, built 
out of lime and stone and painted in colour is also here. 

Sannidhi of Annapurna Goddess is South of Ramalingesh- 
warar. Every Friday, the Goddess is decorated with Navaratnas 
and is taken in a golden Palki in procession around the Pragara. 
The idol of Goddess is made of silver and darshan gives one 
much happiness and 8 Tirths mentioned below are in this 
Pragara. 

C. Third Pragara : 

The idol of Sri Ramalinga and of ri Kodanda Ramaswamy, 
Nataraja Sannidhi and other Thirthas (mentioned below) are in 
this Pragara. 

In addition to regular pujas, if anyone desires, can arrange 
the big silver chariot to be taken out in procession for darshan 
of the Lord. The chariot is decorated and pleasantly illuminated. 
The devotees can also take either Sri Ramachandra or Shiva to 
be mounted on the chariot, as they desire. 

It is said that one should take bath in 24 Kunds (mostly 
wells) in different parts of the temple. It starts from Lakshman 
Kund, Sita Kund, Ram Kund, then sea and the other Kunds. 
Agastiya Kund is outside the temple and near the sea. One should 
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take bath or prokshan on the departure day from Rameshwaram 
in the Koti Thirth — one of the last of the 24 Kunds. 

The list of Thirths in the temple premises are as under : 


1 . 

Mahalakshmi Thirth — 

South of Hanuman Sannidhi 

2. 

Savitri Thirth 

Hanumari Sannidhi 

3. 

Gayatri Thirth 


4. 

Saraswati Thirth 


5. 

Madhava Thirth 


6. 

Gandha Thirth 


7. 

Govaksha Thirth _ 

All are in Third Pragara 

8. 

Govya Thirth 

9. 

Nala Thirth 


10. 

Neela Thirth 


18. 

Gaya Thirth 


11. 

Shanka Thirth 


12. 

Chakra Thirth 


13 

Brahma Thirth or 



Vimochana Thirth — 

In Second Pragara. 

14. 

Surya Thirth 


15. 

Chandra Thirth 


16. 

Ganga Thirth 


17. 

Yamuna Thirth 


19. 

Shiva Thirth — 

Close to Nandi Mandapam. 

20. 

Satya-Mirtha Thirth — 

Near Nava Sakti Mandapam 

21. 

Sarva Thirth 


22. 

Koti Thirth 


At 

seeing. 

Rama Kund, there is a 

Ram Temple which is worth 


2. RAMJAROKA TEMPLE (GANDHA MAN AD PARVATAM) 

This is only 2 KM from Rameshwaram and in this temple, 
there is Sri Rama Pada. It is also said that Sri Rama sat here 
for a while and thought of installing a Linga. From the top of 
the temple a beautiful view of the Rameshwaram town and a 
part of the island can be seen. 
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KODH AND ARAM 


10 KM away from Rameshwaram on way to Danushkoti. 

1. SRI RAMA TEMPLE 

The deity is called Kodhanda Ram. Besides the idols of Sita, 
Rama and Lakshmana, one idol of Vibhishan is also installed 
here. This is the place where Vibhishana sought the protection 
of Sri Ramachandra. This temple is accessible only during cer- 
tain periods of the year. At other times, one has to cross the 
sea water by about 4/5 KM to reach this place. This is a historical 
place. Vedanta Desika Swamy’s Sannidhi is separate. Arrange- 
ments for Pujari is essential before proceeding to the temple. 

DHANUSHKOTI 

This is about 20 KM away from Rameshwaram. One has to 
walk in the sand for taking bath at the sea sangam. Ratnakara 
(Indian Ocean) and Mahodadhi (Bay of Bengal) meets here 
(confluence). The sea bath is very enjoyable and pleasant. 
Arrangements for four-wheeler jeeps can be made *from Ramesh- 
waram Temple for going to the bathing place. 

1. EKANTHARAM TEMPLE 

This is 6 KM from Rameshwaram and 2 KM to the East of 
Thangachi Madam Railway Station. As the road is only jeep- 
able, it is advisable to go by train. 

This is the place where Sri Ramachandraji talked to his 
followers about the bridge to be built across the sea. His voice 
was drowned by the roar of the waves and He came to this 
place to continue his talk. Hence, this place was called ‘Ekantha 
Rameshwaram’. 


MADURAI 

From Rameshwaram to Mandapam by rail and then to 
Madurai via Ramanathapuram, Paramagudi, Manamadurai one 
returns to Madurai City (same route for the inward journey). 
On the previous occasion before leaving for Rameshwaram ac- 
cording to this programme one has covered onJy the temples 
inside the City and this time one can cover the other temples 
which are nearby. 
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1. ALAGAK KOIL 

Just about 27 KM north of Madurai this hilly and beautiful 
place is Alagar Koil also known as Alagar Malai. Main deity 
is Sundar Bahu Bhagwan with his consort Sundaravalli Lakshmi 
The temple is very big and at the entrance of the temple is a 
very big Mandapam sculptured with different Avatars of Lord 
Vishnu. 

2. YANAIMALAI (HATH! PAHAD) 

14 KM away from Alagar Koil with a diversion at 11 KM 
towards Madurai-Melur road is Yanaimalai, also known as Hathi 
Pahad. 300 years old this beautiful temple has Yoga Narasimha 
Bhagwan with His consort Narasimha Valli. The offering in this 
temple (Bhog) is Dosai (Dosa) which is specially good and big. 

3. TIRUMOGHUR (KALAMEGH TEMPLE) (DD) 

5 KM away from Yanaimalai on Melur-Madurai Road. 
According to legend Shri Mahavishnu appeared in this spot 
as Mohini. The Bhagwan is Kalamegh Bhagwan with His con 
sorts Mohana Valli and Megha Valli. Bhagwan was pratyaksha 
to Brahma, Rudra and Indra. 

4. TIRUPARAMKUNDRAM (KARTIKEYA TEMPLE) 

19 KM away from Tirumoghur via Madurai (on National 
Highway). This beautiful temple was cut out of a rock with 
excellent architectural designs for Lord Kartikeya. There are 
also Vishnu Bhagwan, Jwala Narasimha and Hayagriva Bhagwan 
in this temple. 


SEIVILLIP0TTUR 

76 KM away from Madurai via Tirumangalam. It is in Sri- 
villiputtur Periya Alwar and Sri Andal, the great devotees of 
Maha Vishnu were bom. There are two temples side by side 
and in between the two there is a garden called “Tulasi Vanam” 
where Andal appeared Ayonija. The temples are one for Andal 
and the other for Vatapatra Shai Bhagwan. These two temples 
are noted for their architectural and sculptural beauties. 
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1. ANDAL TEMPLE (DD) 

In Garbhagriha, Andal is on right, Rangamannar Bhagwan 
in the centre and Garuda on the left, all are standing on one 
platform. This is an unusual and unique feature. Here Bhagwan 
is not holding his usual Sankha and Chakra, but he is having 
a seeptra, the like of which is not found in any other Vishnu 
Temples. It is called Pranavakara Darsanam. Rangamannar 
Bhagwan representing Akaram, Andal representing Ukaram and 
Garuda representing Makaram. 

Legend : It is said that Vishnu Chitta Swami found a baby 
girl under a Tulsi plant and took her home and named Godamba 
and later on she was called Andal. The child was Bhoo Devi 
who was born in this world in a human form as desired by 
Lord Vishnu. The religious surroundings influenced Her in loving 
Lord Vishnu and when she came of age, she refused to marry 
any human being other than Maha Vishnu. 

Vishnu Chitta Swami used to make garlands for Lord 
Ranganatha and his daughter Godambaji as a child used to 
wear the same before offering it to the Lord. One day the 
Pujari of the temple saw a human hair in the garland and 
questioned Vishnu Chitta. Vishnu Chitta noticed that his daugh- 
ter was wearing the garland before it was oJfered to the Lord. 
Vishnu Chitta got angry with Godamba for this sacrilege. On 
the very same night the Lord appeared in a dream to Vishnu 
Chitta and said that the garland worn by Godamba had more 
fragrance and he would prefer only such a garland. Vishnu 
Chitta then realised the divinity of his daughter and as directed 
by the Lord he began offering garlands worn by Godamba. She 
was thus came to be known as “Soodi Kodutha Nachiar”. 

In another dream Sri Ranganath asked Vishnu Chitta to 
take Godamba to Sri Rangam for marriage. There is another 
version that Lord Ranganath came to Srivilliputtur for marry- 
ing Godamba on Panguni Utram day. After the marriage she 
was called Andal — the one who attained God as her husband. 

At the entrance of the temple, there is a monolithic pillar 
sculptures of Venu Gopal, Vishnu Karma, Dancing Women, Jalan- 
dar Mohini, Shiva Saraswati, Rama, Lakshmana etc. Colour 
paintings depicting 108 Divya Desas are also worth seeing. 
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2. PERIA KOIL (VATAPATRA SAI TEMPLE) (DD) 

There is a wooden mandapam depicting the story of Hama- 
yana. There are separate sanctorums for Godambhaji, Sri Devi, 
Bhoo Devi, Lakshmi Narasimha Bhagwan, Vishnu Chitta Swamy 
and Ahobila Vedanta Desika Swamy. There are three entrances 
to this temple. The main entrance is with a tall gopuram, about 
196 ft. high, but the devotees coming from Andal Temple gene- 
rally go to Southern entrance. 

3. TIRUVANNAMALAI (VENKATESH TEMPLE) 

It is just about 5 KM from Srivilliputtur and is situated 
on a hill and is also called Tirumalai or Tirupati of Tamil Nadu. 
Lord Venkateswara is in a standing pose which is in the form 
of Ranganatha Bhagwan. One has to climb 250 steps to reach 
the temple. It is a nice temple and the God was pratyaksha 
to Manduk Maharishi. 


SI V AK ASHI 

20 KM from Srivilliputtur on Sattur road. This town is 
famous for colourful printings, manufacture of matches and 
fireworks. 

i. tdruttangal 

4 KM from Sivakashi on Virudhunagar road, this temple 
has main deity Sri Narayana Bhagwan with his consort Veera 
Lakshmi. 

The main feature of the Goddess is doing tapasya in a 
standing pose. She is bathed every day (Tirumanjan). On the 
first floor of this temple there is Ranganatha Bhagwan. The 
temple is quite big and is said that this is the place where 
Sri Krishna defeated Vanasura and performed the marriage of 
Aniruddha with Usha. 

Adjoining to this temple there is Shiva Temple which is 
beautiful and worth seeing. 

RATTI TIRUPATHI 

147 KM away from Sivakashi via Sattur, Palayamkottai, 
Karungulam. Connecting road to this temple which is about a 
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furlong from the main road to this temple is Kutcha. Arrange- 
ment of Pujari is to be done in advance. 

1. DEVESH PANKAJA TEMPLE (DD) 

Devesh Pankaja Bhagwan or Devnatha Bhagwan with his 
consort Kundakshavalli are installed here. Lord was pratyaksha 
to Varuna, Vayu and Indra. 

2. TLLLIVALIMANGALAM (ARAVINDALOCHAN TEMPLE) 

Main deity is Aravindalochan Bhagwan with his consort 
Sridevi. Lord was pratyaksha to Kubera. 

PERUNGUL AM 

7 KM back towards Sri Vaikuntham from Ratti lirupathi. 

1. MAYAKUDAPPA PERUMAL 

(CHOURANATYA TEMPLE) 

Main deity is Chouranatya Bhagwan locally known as Maya- 
kudappa Perumal. Consort is Kadavalli and was pratyaksha to 
Brahaspati and Navagraha. 

TIRUPULLIANGUDI 

10 KM away from Perungulam towards Sri Vaikuntham. 

1. KANCHANA VEDA PERUMAL 

(BHOOMI PALAK TEMPLE) (DD) 

The Bhagwan is Bhumipalak locally called Kanchana Veda 
Perumal. The Lord is in sleeping pose with twd arms only. The 
Utsava Moorthy is Chaturbhuj Roopa with consort Sridevi. 
Padmajavalli is Bhumipal Bhag wan’s consort. The Lord was 
prathyaksha to Brahma, Dharma and Satakop Swami. 

NATHAM ( N ATH AVARAGUN A MANGAI) 

1 KIM from Tiruppuliangudi on same road. 

1. VUAYASAN TEMPLE (DD) 

Vijayasana Bhagwan with His consort Varaguna Lakshmi 
are the deities and was pratyaksha to Agni. 
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SRI VAIKUNTHAM 


1 KM away from Natham: 

1. V AIKUNTH AN ATH TEMPLE (DD) 

The temple here is very ancient and big. Lord Vaikuntha- 
nath is seen resting on silver Adisesha facing east. Consort is 
V aikunthavalli. 


alwartirunagari 

3 KM away towards Tiruchendur from Sri Vaikuntham. It 
is here one should stay for going around the 9 Divya Desas in 
and around Alwartirunagari. This is the birth-place of Satakopa 
Swamy. Satakopa Swamy remained in the hollow of a tamarind 
tree for over thirty years and did Tapasya. The tree is still 
standing there behind the temple and a platform has been built 
at the foot of the tree. Strangely, the leaves of the tree do not 
fold up in the night, like the other trees its fruits do not ripen. 
All around the platform images of the 108 Divya Desas are 
carved. 

1. TIKUKKURUNGUR (DD) 

The main deity is Adinatha Bhagwan. Adinayaka Lakshmi 
and Kurkanayaka Lakshmi who are his consorts are in standing 
pose. Bhagwan was pratyaksha to Brhama, Satakopa Swami and 
Kasi Raja. 

2. TJRUKKOLUR ( NIKSHEP A VITH A TEMPLE) (PD) 

About 4 KM away with a diversion of 1 KM from- the main 
road is Thirukkolur. This is the birth-place of Madura Kavi 
Alwar. The Lord is Nikshepavitha (Vaidhamanidhi) Bhagwan 
with His consort Koluru Valli. The Bhagwan is Bhujanga Saya- 
nam in sleeping pose on serpent bed. 

3. THEN THJRUPARAI 

(MAKARAYATA KARANPASHA TEMLPE) (DD) 

5 KM away from Thirukkolur after reaching the main road 
to Tiruchendur is Then Thiruparai. The Bhagwan is Makarayata 
Kamapasha Bhagwan with Makarayata Karnapasha Nayaki as 
His consort. The Lord looks like Balaji. He was pratyaksha to 
Brahma and Sukracharya. 
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NANGUNEBI (TOTADRI) 

26 KM away from Karunguam via Muiakaraipatti. Nanguneri 
(Totadri) is also called Vanama Malai. This is one of the 8 
Swayam Vaktha Kshetras. 

1. DEVANAYAK TEMPLE (DD) 

The temple is very big and is also called one of the 8 Bhu 
Vaikunthams. The main deities are : Deva Nayak Bhagwan, with 
His consort Sri Devi, Bhoo Devi and Godhamba. The Urvasi 
and Thilottama are doing Chamarams. 

Oil abhishekam is done every day for the deity and this 
oil is stored in an open tank. Every day after abhishekam, the 
oil is taken and poured in the well. This well is said to be a 
dejth of 30 ft. and is 1500 years old. The oil. is reputed to have 
medicinal properties. 

There is gold plated chariot for the Lord. 

The Totadri Swamy’s math is near the temple. The Jeeyar 
(Chief of the Math) is one of the main authority on the faith of 
Ramanuja and seems to be very learned. 

MALAIMEL NAMBI 

35 KM away via Tirukkurangudi on a small hill. To reach 
this spot one has to walk about 3/4 KM by foot. 

1. VENKATESH TEMPLE 

This place is called Dakshina Badrinath and the Bhagwan 
is Venkatesh Bhagwan, otherwise called Malamel Nambi. Every 
last Saturday of the month is considered very holy here and 
many people come for darshan. This temple is very beautiful and 
here the difference is that usually Narayana is giving advice 
(Upadesh) to Nara (Human beings) whereas Nara (in this case 
Ramanuja) is giving advice to Narayana. The Lord was pratyak- 
sha to Mahabali. 

There are five Narayana as follows : 

(1) 3 at Lambi Narayan Temple (Thirukkurungudi) — 
sitting, .standing and sleeping. 
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(2) 1 at Tirupalkadal (1 KM away from Nambi Narayan 
Temple) near the river. 

(3) 1 at Malaimel Nambi — also known as Vaman Nara- 
yan on a small hill. 

TIRUKKURUNGUDI 

15 KM back towards Nanguneri from Malaimel Nambi. 

1. TIRUPALKADAL 

1 KM before Lambe Narayan Temple and located near * 
river. This is one of the above mentioned Narayanas, known *s 
Venkatesh Balaji. 

2. LAMBE NARAYANA TEMPLE 

The Bhagwan here is on standing, sitting and lying pose. 
The temple is very big. The name of the Lakshmi is Kurungudi 
Thayar. The Lord is known as Sundaraparipoojya. He was prat- 
yaksha to Shiva and Brahma. 

P AN AGUDI 

24 KM away on -National Highway to Cape Comorin. 

1. SHIVA & NARAYANA TEMPLE 

This is small and a mixed temple of Saiva Vishnu Shrines. 
Darshan of Chote Narayan can be had. 

CAPE COMORIN (KANYAKUMARI) 

29 KM down South to the lands end of Southern peninsula 
is Kanya Kumari. Here the waters of three oceans meet, that is 
the Indian Ocean, Arabian Sea, and Bay of Bengal. This con- 
fluence of three mighty oceans is unequalled in the world, and 
holds a pride of place as an attractive tourist centre. The sunrise 
and the sunset is a phenomena witnessed by hundreds of people 
every day. The sands of the three seas are of different colour — 
i.e. white, yellow and black. 

1. KANYAKUMARI TEMPLE 

Devi Parvati though is the Mother of the Universe is still 
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considered a virgin and her temple is near the seashore and is 
facing East. Legend says that Goddess Parvati in one of Her 
incarnations did Tapasya at this spot to obtain the hands of Siva. 
There is a Shree pada (feet of the Goddess) which can be seen 
even now on the Vivekananda Rock. 

2. VIVEKANANDA ROCK 

Swami Vivekananda sat on this rock in meditation for three 
days continuously on the 25th, 26th and 27th of December, 1892 
and in memory of this historical visit of the great saint a build- 
ing has been put up recently which is very beautiful to behold. 
One has to go by motor-launch to reach the rock. The memorial 
built on the rock has a beautiful prayer hall. 

3. GANDHI MANDAP 

In memory of the father of the nation, a memorial has been 
built, near the seashore, which though simple in design, is 
attractive. The spot on which this memorial is built is very 
picturesque. 


TIRUPATISARAN (DD) 

24 KM away from Cape Comorin (Kanyakumari) via Suchin- 
dram is Tiruvanparisaram, now popularly known as Tirupati- 
saran. 

1. SRINIVASA TEMPLE (DD) 

The Bhagwan is Srinivasa in Vishnu Roopa. Kamala Valli 
is His consort. The Lord is in standing pose and was pratyaksha 
to Vasuki and Kasi Raja. The puja is performed in this temple 
in the Kerala style i.e. with more lights. 

N AGERKOIL 

4 KM down the same road is an important town, in the 
borders of Tamilnadu and Kerala. 

1. NAGARAJA TEMPLE 

Nagaraja Bhagwan is on the ground level and on an elevated 
level is Ananta Krishna Moorthy with Rukmini and Satya- 
bhama. 
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SUCHINDR AM 

5 KM away from Nagercoil towards Cape on National High- 
way, on the bank of river Palayar. 

1. TRIMURTI TEMPLE 

Though the temple is a Shiva Kshetra, both Brahma and 
Vishnu are also worshipped here. This is the place where Sathi 
Anusuya made Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva as deities. It is a very 
big temple with huge gopurams with full o.f architectural skill. 
Musical pillars are a sight worth seeing. Inside the temple, there 
is a big image of Hanumanji oP 18 ft. high and rose-water is 
poured on him by the visitors. Hanumanji is facing Rama and 
Sita at the end of the corridor. The shrine for Shri Vishnu inside 
the temple has a beautiful construction and He is installed here 
with Sri Devi and Bhoo Devi. The Lord is more than 7 ft. high 
with silver Kavacham (Breast plate) and the image looks like 
that of Tirupati. 

It is said that Lord Shiva pardoned Indra and made- Him 
free from the curse of Ahalya in this place. Hence the place has 
come to be known as Suchindram. 

CAPE (KANYAKUMARI) (BACK) 

15 KM back to Cape in order to have one more day’s rest 
and- darshan of this picturesque place. 

THIRUVAT T A R 

55 KM from Cape via Nagerkoil and Thucklay on Kulase- 
kharam Road. 

1. ADIKESHAV TEMPLE (DD) 

The Bhagwan is very big and is in sleeping pose, and 
darshan has to be made through three doors. Usually the sayan 
(lying) is from the right, but here it is from the left. The plat- 
form where people stand for darshan is made out. of a stone of 
18 ft. by 12 ft Bhagwan was pratyaksha to Farasuram. 

There is also another Sannidhi for Venugopal Bhagwan ^yith 
Rukmini and Satyabhama. 5 ‘ 
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TRIVANDRUM 


56 KM away via Kulthurai, is the Capital City of Kerala 
State and was the headquarters of the erstwhile Travancore 
Princely State. 

1. P ADMAN ABHA SWAMY TEMPLE 

An an.cient temple of exquisite beauty, it has on its walls 
mural paintings depicting the 10 incarnations (avatars) of Lord 
Vishnu, as also of Mahabharatha etc. The Lord lies on Adi 
Sesha and to the sanctum sanctorum (Garbhalaya) there are 
three openings to have His darsan. 

(1) Face and head on the left. 

(2) Middle to see Brahma. 

(3) The feet on the right. 

The Lord was pratyaksha to Brahma, Aswathama, Vedavyas, 
Indira, Brugu and the King of Travancore, who is known as 
Padmanabha Dasa (the slave of Lord Padmanabha). 

The name of the Goddess is Hari Vallabha. It is also said 
that there are 12,000 Saligrams in this temple. There are also 
Sannidhis inside this temple premises for Kurma Bhagwan and 
Narasimha Bhagwan. The temple is fitted with 1,40,000 Chirags 
(brass lamps) and on special occasions they are lit. Anyone 
-can arrange for this Laksha Deepa. 

Darshan of Padmanabha Swamy can be had from 6.00 a.m. to 
7.30 a.m. and again from 6.00 p.m to 8.00 P.M. One has to 
remove the upper .garments before entering the precincts of 
this temple (male members only) as also in most of the impor- 
tant temples in Kerala. Most of the temples insist on the cloth 
they wear being fresh and as a general rule prefer wet cloth 
immediately after bath. Most of the Kerala temples are ex- 
tremely clean and has an atmosphere of sanctity in them. 

Legend : In this temple as well as in most of the temples in 
Kerala, the pujas and other rites are performed by the Nam- 
boodri Brahmins. The Namboodri Brahmins are the original 
Malay alee Bfahmins in Kerala and had the right to perform 
pujas all over Kerala derived from Parasurama Himself. The 
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story of Kerala and its origin is entwined with this -Namboodri 
Brahmins. Parasurama after spending His wrath of having killed 
many Kshatriya Kings in the North and South came to the 
Western Ghats and this mighty saint threw his axe to the 
Arabean Sea and called the Sea Lord to go back and gave him 
a strip of land which came to be known as Bhargava Kshetra, 
the present Kerala State. He brought Brahmins and asked them 
to develop this land which was so picturesque that many people 
came from the nearby States to inhabit it. This is the legendary 
origin of Kerala and the Namboodiri Brahmins and the pee/ 
among them is Adi Sankara. 

Trivandrum is famous for handicrafts especially made on*, 
of ivory. 

Special Note: From Totadri onwards, in all temples in 
Kerala, upper garments of male members are not allowed and 
therefore chaddar (a small piece of cloth) may be arranged. 

VAEKAiA 

56 KM away from Trivandrum via Kallambalam (on Quilon 
road and left turn towards seashore). 

1. JANARDHAN TEMPLE 

It is said that it is in this place that Pandavas did tapasya. 
Narada Rishi appeared and told them that Yagna is to be per- 
formed and since there was no sweet water for performing the 
Yagna, Brahma appeared and called Narmada, Ganga, Gayatri, 
Savitri and Saraswati the five Theerthas to come to their rescue. 
The five Theerthas are near the sea and in this Yagna, Maha 
Vishnu appeared with Mahalakshmi. Lord was pratyaksha to 
Brahma and Kanwa Rishi. 

After sea bath, the devotees usually take their bath in the 
above five theerthas. Amavasya is considered an auspicious day 
for sea bath and darshan of Sri Janardhana Bhagwan. 

Arrangements for Chirags (lights) can be made in this tem- 
ple and when they, are lit around the temple, it looks beautiful. 

CHENGANNUR 

105 KM away via Kallambalam, Quilon, Kayamkulam and 
Mavelikara. 
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1. PARTHASARATHY TEMPLE (AT ARANMULA) (DD) 

Just 10 KM South-east of Chengannur is Aranmula, where 
the temple for Parthasarathy Bhagwan is on the banks of 
Pamba river. It is said that this presiding deity was installed 
by Arjuna himself. The Bhagwan is also called Seshbhogasan 
and His consort is Padmasana Valli. 

2. ADINATHA TEMPLE (AT TIRUPULLIYUR) (DD) 

About 15 KM away from Aranmula via Chengannur is Tiru- 
puliyur. The Bhagwan is Adinatha and Bhimasen had installed 
this deity here. The Bhagwan is also called Mayapiran and is 
very beautiful with 4 arms and a golden face. Wooden carvings 
on the mandapam is worth seeing. 

3. BALAKRISHNA TEMPLE (AT THIRUCHENKANNUR) 

(DD) 

From Chengannur it is just only about 2 KM away on the left 
direction and the Bhagwan here is Balakrishna. The temple is 
very old and is requiring extensive renovation. Dharmaraja 
Yudhishtira had installed this deity. The Lord is also called 
Imaya Varappan and the Lakshmiji is Komala Valli. Lord was 
pratyaksha to Shiva. It is also known as Tiruchitatru. 

TIRU V AN V AND ORE 

7 KM away from Tiruchengannur (5 KM on Kottayam Road 
and 2 KM left diversion). 

1. KAMALANATH TEMPLE 

The temple is very big. Nakul has done this pratishtsj. The 
deity is Kamalanath Bhagwan with Kamalavalli Lakshmi as 
His consort. 

There is a Goshala Gopalakrishna Sannidhi in this temple 
premises. It is said one devotee usually went to Guruvayoor 
for darshan at frequent intervals and once due to his old age 
he could not do so. Thereupon he prayed to the Lord and it is 
said that he had a dream directing him to dig the earth and 
find an idol in the temple premises. On the first day he dug 
the earth but found no idol. This wearisome devotee again 
had a dream asking him to dig some more. Ultimately he found 
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the idol and the present idol of GopalaKrishna is that idol. This 
God is the avatar of Guruvayoorappan, and He is Swayamvakth. 

TIBUVALLA <DD). 

12 KM awy from Chengannur. 

1. GOPALAKRISHNA TEMPLE 

Lord is Shri Gopalakrishna Bhagwan and the pratishta was 
done by Durvasa. Name of the consort is Vatsala Devi and the 
peculiarity of this temple is that though it is a V aishnava temple, 
Vibhuti (Bhasmam) instead of Chandan is used here. 

THRIKODITH.AN AM (DD) 

19 KM away from Tiruvalla via Perunna (from here right 
diversion of 8 KM). 

1 ADBHUTA NARAYAN TEMPLE 

Sahadev had installed this Bhagwan and His name is Ad- 
bhutha Narayan. The temple is very beautiful. The utsava 
Moorthy here is Lakshmi Narayan and the consort is Kalpa- 
kavalli. 


V AIKOM 

73 KM away from Thrikodithanam via Perunna, Kottayam 
and Ettumanur (towards Ernakulam). This place is called 
Southern Kashi. 

1. SHIVA TEMPLE 

Lord Shiva is very powerful here. This is one of the biggest 
Shiva temples of Kerala. 

CHOTTANIKARA 

About 28 KM away via Tripunithura towards Muvattu- 
puzha. 

1. DEVI TEMPLE 

This ancient temple is one of the famous Devi Temples in 
Kerala. Devi is in the form of Lakshmi. The idol has a certain 
symbolism. It consists' of a Saligrama stone and a Rudraksha 
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stone both sprouting from the same base, thus indicating the 
harmonious fusion (combination) of Vaishnava and Shaiva- 
Saktis. The idol which was self-manifest (Swayamvaktha) was 
discovered 2,000 years ago. Many are the stories told about the 
powers and sanctity of this idol. Those who are haunted with 
evil spirits do penance in this temple and get cured of their 
affliction. Devi is called Chottanikkara Bhagawathi. 

Near this, there is also another famous Kali Temple. 

TRIPUN IT HURA 

8 KM away from Chottanikara towards Ernakulam. 

1. PURNA THRAYISAN (KRISHNA) TEMPLE 

The Lord Krishna Bhagwan here is popularly known as 
Puma Thrayisan. Arjuna, it is said, had done pratishta. This 
temple was burnt about 65 years ago and has been rebuilt. Every 
year a popular festival is held during November/December. 

ERNAKULAM 

10 KM away from Tripunithura. Perhaps it is the most 
beautiful city in Kerala and also in South India. The coconut 
trees on the fringes with golden sand in between the kissing 
Arabian waters, really boast picturesqueness unrivalled in any 
part of the country. 

1. SHIVA TEMPLE 

Claiming antiquity (old) of 5,000 years, the Lord here is 
affectionately called ‘Emakulathappan’ (the benign father who 
looks after the people of Ernakulam). The deity, it is said, 
although originally faced east when installed is facing west 
towards the sea now. 

2. RAVIPURAM (KRISHNA TEMPLE) 

This temple for Lord Krishna Bhagwan, belongs to Cochin 
Royal Estate. Although the temple is small, it can boast of popu- 
larity and beauty in structure and exquisiteness of the idol. 
The idol wears a close resemblance to Sri Krishna at Guru- 
•vayoor. Butter is the Bhog of the year. Bhagwan was prntyaksha 
to Vilvamangala Swamy. 


89 



3- TBIKKAKARA (VAMANAWATAR VISHNU TEMPLE) 

10 KM away from Ernakulam. The main deity here is Megh- 
sthaladhipati. His consort is Vatsala Valli. The deity is in the 
form of Trivikrama as Lord Vishnu appeared before King Maha- 
bali during Lord’s Vamana Avatar. 

Legend : Trikkakara has a place of pride in Kerala’s history 
(‘ONAM’ the national festival of Kerala, derives its legend from 
this place.) King Mahabali was ruling the kingdom of Kerala 
in a style unequalled in the annals of history, excepting perhaps 
Sri Rama Rajya. Everyone was happy. All his subjects wer< 
looked after by the king as his own children and the king him- 
self was a great devotee of the Lord. Devas got jealous of this 
human king who, by his exemplary rule, could be a real threat 
to even Indra himself. Therefore, they went before Lord Maha- 
vishnu and prayed to Him that Mahabali be removed from his 
kingdom. Maha Vishnu took his Vamana (Avatar) and as a 
small Brahmin boy came before the king and begged alms. King 
Mahabali never refused anyone anything and when he saw 
before him a small brahmin boy asking for alms, he said ‘any- 
thing you desire is yours’. Then Vaman, who was Lord Vishnu, 
asked for 3 feet of land and Mahabali though knew that this 
was a guise, readily obliged. Vamana thereupon assumed *His 
Trivikrama Rupa (the form which has no end and beginning) 
and measured the whole universe with one feet, the whole Deva 
Loka with the other feet and asked Mahabali where he could 
place the third feet. Mahabali said Sire, “only on my head”, and 
bowed down before him. Mahavishnu put his feet on Mahabali’s 
head and pushed him down to Patala Loka. Before disappearing 
from this earth, Mahabali sought a boon from Lord Vishnu that 
he should be permitted to visit his subjects once a year. Being 
extremely pleased -with the king and his Dana, Lord agreed to 
grant the boon. And the day he comes every year, is celebrated 
by the Kerala people as Thiruvonam, when the people put up a 
show of grandeur and happiness so that their once beloved king 
could know that his subjects are still happy. 

The episode of Mahabaji happened in Trikkakara and every 
year the temple celebrates this festival with great pomp and 
show 


COCHIN 

5 KM away through bridge built across the Arabian Sea. 
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The Venice of the East. Cochin and Emakulam are twin cities 
like that of Hyderabad and Secunderabad. 

1. VENKATESH TEMPLE 

One of the biggest temples which belong^ to the Gowda 
Saraswath Brahmins — a community who had come and settled 
down in this part from Konkan. The God is Venkatesh 
Bhagwan. 

2. DEVI TEMPLE 

Temple is situated in Mattancheri Palace. It is said that the* 
idol of Bhagavati (Devi) has been brought 600 years ago from 
Pazhayannur near Trichur to ensure prosperity for the Cochin 
Maharajas. 


THIBUMUKKUL AM 

44 KM away from Emakulam via Alwaye and Angamali. 
Lord is Lakshman Bhagwan or known as Ranganath Bhagwan. 
Maduravani Lakshmi is his consort. 

KAL ADY 

17 KM from Thirumukkulam via Angamali on Perumbavur 
Road. This is the birth-place of Adi Shankara. 

Adi Shankara though lived only for 32 years in this world, did 
so much for Hindu religion during this short span which no other 
religious leader in this world perhaps could achieve. Right from 
the age of eight, he wanted to be a Sanyasi and his inner urgings 
were so compelling that everyday he used to go to his mother 
and sought her permission to go into the world in search of the 
ultimate truth. As is the wont of every affectionate mother, 
the mother refused him. Even at the age of 8, Adi Shankara 
could command the help of many Maharishis and he sought the 
help of one Rishi who came in the guise of a crocodile in the 
tank where Shankara used to bathe. One morning while Shan- 
kara was bathing in the tank, the crocodile caught him by the 
legs, and Shankara began shouting for the mother. Mother 
came running to the scene and finding Shankara in great danger, 
told the son that I will grant you anything if you can get out 
of this danger alive. Thereupon, Shankara smiled and command- 
ed the crocodile to release him. He came up and told mother, 
“I am going right from now but will come back to you any 
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time you call for me wherever I may be’’ The story of Shan- 
karacharya from then on is a household story in the entire 
Bharat Varsha. 

While he was arguing with great pandits and after he had 
adorned the Sarvanjna Peedham (the supreme knowledge of all 
Vedas, Upanishads and all that is there to know in this world 
and the Deva Loka), the mother thought of him and called out 
“Oh Shankara”, please come, my time has come to depart from 
this world and I want to see you before I go”. Shankara was 
hundreds of miles away and by his divine powers heard the 
heart-rending call of his dear mother and it is said that he 
came before her within two hours. Seeing the glory of the 
son, the mother departed in peace and happiness. The puritans 
refused to render any help to Adi Shankara to cremate his 
mother as they were not sure whether by crossing the rivers 
and the mountains he had committed any sacrilege 01 not. Adi 
Shankara built a pyre for his mother, cutting down the plaintain 
trees and with the tusk of these trees he laid her on it. Sur- 
prisingly when he lit the pyre, the Agni Deva himself came and 
fanned the fire and the body of the mother was consumated in 
no time. The Namboodri Brahmins of Kerala even today follow 
the same principle — the first layer of the pyre is always with 
the plaintain trees and then on it they put wood and other 
flammable objects. 

In Kaladi the tank — the place of cremation of his mother 
and also the place of his birth are preserved in a big enclosure. 
A temple has also been built where the idol which was wor- 
shipped by Shankara himself has been installed. This idol was 
donated to this temple by the Maharaja of Mysore. 

GURUVAYUR 

82 KM away from Kalady via Angamali and Trichur. 

1. KRISHNA TEMPLE 

This famous temple, second only to Tirupati, for Lord 
Krishna attracts devotees from far and wide. 

Legend . According to the Mahabhagavatam, the sacred idol 
is the same which was originally presented by Maha Vishnu to. 


92 



Brahma who later on gave it to the Kashyapa couple Devaki 
and Vasudeva, who consecrated it in a shrine at Dwaraka and 
eventually, Lord Krishna and Rukmini worshipped it. 


Shri Krishna instructed his foremost disciple Udhavar to 
seek the help of Guru (Brahaspathi) and Vayu to rescue the 
idol from the imminent submerge of Dwaraka and install it in 
a fitting place. So, Brahaspathi took charge of the idol and tra- 
velling far and wide accompanied by Vayu, found a beautiful 
spot with a fine crystal lotus lake in the midst of rich foliages 
of coconut palms. They met Shiva and Parvathi at the bathing 
ghat, for the very abode of Shiva was on the other extreme side 
of the lake, known as Mammiyur temple. Then the sacred idol 
was consecrated and the place came to be known, as Guru- 
Vayu Puram or Guruvavur after Guru and Vayu. 


The present tank at the northern side of the temple is only 
a miniature of the original lake. 


Meppathur Narayana Bhattatirippad composed the lyrical 
Narayaneeyam (Gist of Bhagavatham) in praise of the Lord and 
even today there is no better devotional lyrical work. 


The temple opens at 3.00 a.m. for Viswaroopa Darshan (Vaka 
Charthu). Even at this, early hour, there are hondreds of devo-. 
tees who throng for darshan. From 3-30 a.m. on till 6-30 a.m. 
Oil Abhisek and other pujas go on and the Lord gives darshan as 
Makhan Chor. Many darshans are the^e during the day and the 
temple closes at 12.30 p.m. and again opens by 9.30 p.m. and is 
open upto 10-30 p.m. In the night lights are lit giving the entire 
atmosphere a glow unequalled and the Lord is every day taken 
out in procession on caprisoned elephant accompanied by four 
other elephants with accompaniments of drum-beating and music. 
(Seeveli). Udayasthamana Pujas are also performed. 


TIRUPRAYAR 

25 KM away from Guruvayur via Chowghat. 
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1. RAMA TEMPLE 

This famous temple is situated on the bank of river Tiru- 
prayer. River water is salty due to close proximity to the 
Arabian Sea. 


TIRUNAVAI 

50 KM away from Guruvayur via Kunnamkulam, Kuttanad, 
Edapal and Kuttipuram. 

1. MUKUND TEMPLE 

Very old and beautiful temple is on the banks of the river 
Bharat. The main deity is Mukund Bhagwan with His consort 
Shree Devi. Inside the temple, there is separate Sannidhi for 
Lakshmiji and the image is with closed eyes. It is said that the 
sculptor wanted the eyes to be done last after completing the 
full work of the idol. When he started the work for opening 
the eye, the idol is said to have spoken that the sculptor need 
not open the idol’s eye. When he heard the godly voice, the 
Shilpi immediately stopped the work and the idol was installed 
as it is. 


TIRCM ITT U KODE 

41 KM away from Guruvayur via Kunnamkulam and Kut- 
tanad towards Shoranur Junction. 

* 

1. UDAYA VANDHA (VISHNU TEMPLE) (DD) 

This is last Divya Desa in South and situated near river 
Bharat. The paintings on the walls depicting the story of 
Kuchela Krishna Leela etc., are beautifully done. There are 
altogether six temples in the same compound, out of which four 
are for Vishnu and two for Shiva. The Pandavas have done these 
prathishthas. 

COIMBATORE 

115 KM away from Tirumittukode via Shoranur Junction 
Kulapully Road Junction, Ottapalam and Palaghat. One can 
have darshan at the following temples : 

(1) Srinivasa Temple (Just like Balaji of Tirupati) 

(2) Ram Mandir 

(3) Narasimha Temple 

(4) Satyanarayan Temple. 
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KARAMADAI 


30 KM away from Coimbatore on the Ooty Road. 

1. RANGANATH TEMPLE 

The Lord is Ranganath Bhagwan. 1'n every other place where 
Ranganath Bhagwan is installed, he is in a sleeping pose and 
in this temple alone, only the head of the Bhagwan is seen. 

Legend : The township now, was once a forest. People of 
the nearby villages used to send their cattle for grazing in this 
area. One pious and rich man had a herd of cows. Among the 
cows, there was one beautiful black cow. This cow never gave 
him milk and he wanted to know the reason. One day he 
followed this cow and to his surprise he found this cow instead 
of joining the herd, took a different route and stopped at a 
particular spot where it- poured the whole milk at her own 
accord over a bush. 

The bush was removed and while removing, a sharp edge 
of the clearing instrument hit the idol lying hidden amidst the 
bush and blood oozed out. The owner of the cowherd had a 
dream on that night directing him to remove the bush and 
earth. The earth was dug out and Ranganath Bhagwan’s idol 
was found. As such, Bhagwan here is Swayam Vakth. The con- 
struction of the present temple was made by Tirumalai Nayak 
who was a great warrior and who built a big hall near the 
Madurai Temple. 

OOTACAMUND (OOTY) 

57 KM away from Karamadai. Ooty and nearby town Coo- 
noor are on the Nilgiri Hills and are hill stations, with excellent 
climate most of the year. Unlike other, parts, of South India, 
winter months are very cold in Nilgiris and woollen garments 
are a must. 

Note : If - it does not suit to have a halt at Ooty, with any 
one’s programme, he can straightaway proceed for Mysore via 
Satyamangalam. 


MYSORE 

150 KM away from Ooty via Gudalur, Gundulpet and Nan- 
jangud. 
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1. CHAMUNDESHWARI TEMPLE 

Ages ago, the legend says, that Ditti Devi, the wife of K. ash- 
yap a Muni performed a penance in the form of a she buffalo, 
with the purpose of getting a son who would slay ‘Indra’, the 
king of Devas. She was blessed with a son in human form, but 
bearing buffalo’s head. He was named Mahishasura. With very 
severe penance for propitiating Lord Shiva this demon obtained 
a boon that his death should occur, if at all, only at the hands 
of a woman. He started harassing the people and the Devas 
prayed to Durga (Shakti) to punish him. To enable her to do so, 
they gave her all their special weapons. And she appeared before 
Mahishasura in all her charm and beauty. Mahishasura fell in 
love with her. When she laid down certain rules Mahishasura 
came to fight with her. She finished him off with .his entire 
troop. Durga was thus called “MAHISHASURA MARDINI”, and 
here in Mysore she came to be known as Chamundeshwari for 
killing the two demons by name Chanda and Munda who were 
the generals of the demon king Shumbha and Nishumbha. 

Chamundeswari is installed in a hill (Chamundi Hill) which 
is 3,489 ft above sea level. 

There is also Mahadev Temple over here- on the way down,, 
where a 16 ft. high gigantic stone Bull (Nandi), a wonderful 
piece of sculpture, can be seen. 

2. S ATYANAKAYAN TEMPLE 

Very near to the main gate of Maharaja’s palace, the temple 
of Satyanarayan is there. 

3. PRAKAL MATH 

Here God is Lakshmi Hayagriv Bhagwan and also the San- 
nidhi of Parkaljiyar Swamy near the Maharaja’s Palace. Pra- 
kaljiyar Swamy is the Kula Guru of Maharaja of Mysore 

SRIRANGAP ATN A 

16 KM away from Mysore. The Kaveri River divides Itself 
into two branches and gets reunited after a distance of about 
5 KM. The island, thus formed is known as Srirangapatna. 
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1. RANGANATH TEMPLE 

This very beautiful temple was built in the year 894 A.D. 
by Tirumalai Raja. God is Shri Ranganath Bhagwan. Sri Devi 
and Bhoo Devi are His consorts. The name of Lakshmiji is 
Ranga Nayaki. There are separate Sannidhi for Lakshmi Nara- 
simha Bhagwan. Sri Ram Chandra, Lakshman and Sita. The 
Lord was Pratyaksha to Goutama Rishi. 

SOMN ATHPUR 

34 KM away from Srirangapatna. 

1. JANARDAN TEMPLE 

This temple is dedicated to Vishnu and Keshava, was built 
in 1268 A.D. 


T. NARSIPUR 

25 KM away from Somnathpur. 

1. GUNJA NARSIMHA TEMPLE 

The idol is very big and beautiful. 

BELUR 

159 KM away from Mysore via Hole Nar^ipur and Hassan. 
Belur boasts of a new temple architecture. The perfection of this 
type known as Hoisala Temples, can be seen at Haleb id. 

1. CHANNA KESHAVA TEMPLE 

It is constructed on the basis of Astadala Padma (8 petals 
on the Lotus). Carvings on the monuments are very rich and 
unique in India, It is adorned with Mahabharata, Ramayana. 
Prahalada Charita, Bhagavata and Dasa — avatars. 

2 KAPPE CHEN NIG AR AY A TEMPLE 

There are separate temples with separate gopurams — 12 in 
number for Kesava, Narayana, Madhav.a, Govinda, Vishnu, 
Madhusudana, Trivikrama, Vamana, Sridhara, Rishikesa, Pad- 
manabha and Damodara. 
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40 Deva — Dasis in differnt postures and different Mudras 
are here. 

Ornamental designs here are copied now as new designs 
which speaks for the glory and heritage of the country. It took 
103 years to construct the temple but it is still incomplete as 
there is no Viman. 

The mam temple is situated in a raised platform which 
has got horizontal sculptures of elephants, horses, human forms 
depicting Paramatma. Garbha Griha is adorned with all kinds 
of leelas of Krishna, Rama etc. depicting Jeevatma. 

HALEB1D 


19 KM from Belur. 

1. HOYSALESWARA TEMPLE 

The temple, a proud monument of great architectural splen- 
dour, has carvings so distinctive and chiselled in perfection that 
one wonders whether it is at all possible for human beings to 
achieve such results in granites. This was constructed 800 years 
ago. 


UDIPI 

216 KM from Belur via Mangalore. 

1. KRISHNA TEMPLE 

The main deity is Lord Krishna and this place is of Madha- 
vacharya of Madhava Sampradaya. It is said that when Madha- 
vacharya came here, a sailor approached him stating that his 
crew is unable to start the ship bound for high seas. Madhava- 
charya told him that there was some earth inside the ship which 
should be given to the Acharya. If this is done the ship will 
safely go. Immediately the sailor handed over the earth to 
Madhavacharya and the Murthi was inside this earth. As such, 

the Lord here is Swayamvakth. 

MELCKOTE 

359 KM from Udipi via Belur is Melukote, also known as 
lirunarayan Puram. 
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1. CHENNA KESAVA TEMPLE 

1. Situated on high Yadavgin Hills and the Lord is Chenna 
Kesava Bhagwan or known as Shelvanarayana or Sampat Kumar. 
There is a festival called Vairamudi in this temple for Sampat 
Kumar Bhagwan. This Vairamudi (diamond crown) is placed 
on the Lord’s head once a year and the crown, it is said, c am e 
from Brahma Loka. With this crown on his head the Lord is 
taken out in procession to give darshan to all. The procession 
starts by 10 in the night and ends up only by 2 or 3 a.m. The 
next day Vaira Mudi is replaced by Raja Mudi, and after 8/10 
days still replaced by Krishna Raja Mudi. Thousands of people 
flock to have a darshan of the Bhagwan on the festival day. It is 
said that Sri Ramanuja won over the Hoysalva Kings from 
Jainism, and organised a strong centre for Vaishnava learning 
in this place. He stayed here for 14 long years. 

From records it is also learned that Tippu Sultan had donated 
several elephants to this temple in 1785. He had also given 
away silver cups and plates which are still in view in this 
temple. 

2. YOG NARASIMHA TEMPLE 

This temple is situated on the hill near Kalyan Tirtham, 
and the onward way starts in front of the Satyanarayana temple. 
The shrine is very ancient. The top of the hill can be reached 
by a flight of 400 steps. The temple is very good and also big, 
and it is said that the deity is very powerful. The peculiarity 
of this temple is that unlike other Narasimha temples there is 
a Utsava Murthy in this temple. 

3. SATYANARAYANA TEMPLE 

This temple is near Kalyan Pushkarani and at the foot of the 
hills. The temple though small, the idol is very beautiful. 

MADDUR 

48 KM from Melukote on the way to Bangalore. 

1. VARADARAJA SWAMI TEMPLE 

The God is Varadaraja Swamy — about 18 ft. high statue. 

BANGALORE 

This Capital City of Karnataka is 80 KM away from Maddur. 
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L JfltANGA MANNAR TEMPLE 

This is newly built, near Lai Baug by Andavan Swamy 
Orginal deity are Hanumanji and Sri Ram Bhagwan. 
Godambhaji is also here. 

2. VENKATARAMAN TEMPLE 

This is also near Lai Baug and seems to be a new one. 

3. SATYANARAYAN TEMPLE 

New temple near Lai Baug and good darshan one can have. 

4. SRINIVASA TEMPLE 

The old and small temple near Fort is an important temple 
and many come here for darshan. 

5. VASANTHAPURAM TEMPLE 

10 KM from Bangalore. Bhagwan is Swayamvakth. Man- 
davya Rishi did tapasya here and Bhagwan appeared. Very high 
regard is given. Bhagwan played holi here and as such the name 
of the Bhagwan has become as Vasanth-Vallabh Bhagwan. 

Besides there are number of temples at Tulsithottam, where 
Tulsithottam, Shri Tulsiram Math, Naryan Pillai Street, one 
can have good darshan at all these places. 

BAN AS WADI 

8 KM from Bangalore. 

1. HANGMAN TEMPLE 

Ramchandra Bhagwan, Lakshman and Janakiji are also here. 
From Hanumanji’s feet, water is coming. Hanumanji’s yearly 
Brahmotsav Rath is very good with pearl etc. and the Rath’s 
upper portion was moving/revolving with God all around from 
time to time. Darsan starts at 1 a.m. and lasts upto 5.30 to 
6.00 p.m. This is annual darshan. 

BANNERGHAT A 

27 KM from Bangalore on Hasur Road. 
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1. SAMPANGI TEMPLE 

God is Champakdam or Sampangiram. Very old temple — it 
is said to be about 2/3 thousand years old. One can also have 
darshan of Shu Venkatesh Swamy with Sri Devi and Bhoo 
Devi 

2 LAKSHMI NARASIMHA TEMPLE 

This beautiful temple is situated on the hill. 

3. SWARNAMUKHI TEERTH 

From Lakshmi Narayan Temple about a mile — half way by 
small car and half way on foot. In this Pushkarani Janamejay 
was cured of Kod (skin disease). Frathistha was done by 
Ganeshji. 
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